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Introduction
 
Welcome to the 2011 edition of the Dorset Databook.

I have pleasure in welcoming you to the latest edition of the popular Dorset Databook. Over the 
years this comprehensive compendium of Dorset-related statistics has become greatly valued, 
not only by elected members and officers of the County Council, but also by many of our  
partner organisations.

Once more the 2011 Databook collects together a range of information drawn from numerous 
sources into one compact publication enabling access to consistent data and statistics by a 
variety of users.

Colleagues often tell me how useful they find the Databook and I am sure the 2011 volume will 
not disappoint.  Whilst the presentation of annually updated statistics remains the mainstay of the 
book, the inclusion of a section highlighting deprivation hotspots in Dorset in this edition is one 
example of how the Databook also highlights less frequent but important data releases.

For 2011 we have made the Databook available only as a digital publication. However, the 
publication has been designed in such a way as to allow readers who prefer to use hardcopy 
information to be able to print some, or all, of its pages in an accessible and readable format.

Whichever form you prefer I’m sure you will find this year’s Dorset Databook a valuable resource.

 
David Jenkins

 

Chief Executive
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DCC Dorset

We have tried to identify where 
the data relates to Dorset 
excluding Bournemouth and 
Poole by calling this DCC Dorset.

Dorset in the tables would 
normally include Bournemouth 
and Poole.

	 Note - throughout the databook
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Headline Facts Details Source

Area and Environment

DCC Dorset is an average sized County in 
terms of area...

2,542 square km Ordnance 
Survey 1992

but is among the smallest counties in 
England in terms of population.

404,800 MYE 2010

…so it has a relatively sparse population. 159 persons per sq km 
(360 for England and Wales)  

MYE 2010

Its natural and built environment is of the 
highest quality

Ranked on ecological, landscape 
and conservation designations

Its habitats are among the richest for 
biodiversity in the country.
...and is host to the Dorset and East 
Devon World Heritage Site (the Jurassic 
Coast): the only natural world heritage 
site on mainland UK stretching almost the 
entire length of DCC Dorset’s coast.

Population

The area has a relatively low  
crime rate 

DCC Dorset crime rate is 50.9 
crimes per 1,000 population whilst 
the regional figure is 66.0 and 
National figure higher at 78.6

DCC, 
2009/2010

with a mild climate DCC Dorset enjoys a intermediate 
climate, less wet, cool and moist 
than the South-west of England

and is one of the healthiest places to live 
in the Country

Life expectancy is approximately 
2 years longer than the national 
average

2007-2009  
life expectancy, 
ONS

making the area an attractive destination for 
people to settle in their retirement. (and pre 
retirement)
�DCC Dorset has the largest elderly 
population out of all the shire counties. 

The proportion of DCC Dorset’s 
population who are of retirement 
age is 25.6%. (16.6% for England 
and Wales)

MYE 2010

�and correspondingly, it has one of the 
smallest proportions of school-age 
children (aged 5 - 15 years).

12.2% (12.4% England and Wales) MYE 2010

�and the lowest proportion of  
pre-school age children (under 5’s).

4.8% (6.2% England and Wales) MYE 2010

Headline Facts Details Source

birth rates are low 9.1 births per 1,000 population. 
(13.1for England and Wales)

2010, ONS

and there are more deaths than births 
in DCC Dorset

11.6 deaths per 1,000 population 
(8.9 for England and Wales)

2010, ONS

So DCC Dorset’s population would 
decline…

In 2010, the number of deaths in 
the County exceeded births by 
1,028 (i.e. a natural loss of 2.5 
per 1,000 population)

2010, ONS

...were it not for the fact that more people 
move into the County each year than leave

In 2007/08 20,500 people moved 
out of DCC Dorset, whilst over 
the same period 23,500 people 
moved in.

ONS 2007/08

which maintains strong overall growth 
in the size of DCC Dorset’s population

12.2% growth between 1991 
and 2010 (9.1% for England and 
Wales)

MYE 1991-2010

...and this rate of growth is expected  
to continue

12.7% between 2008 and 2033 ONS, 2008 based 
projections

Housing and Economy

�Currently there are 192,000 dwellings 
in DCC Dorset

With about 1,400 new dwellings 
being built every year (av. 5 yrs)

DCC March 2010

Average house prices are among the 
highest in the UK, outside London

£209,532 average property price 
(HPI) in DCC Dorset compared 
with £161,823 in England & 
Wales

Land Registry, House 
Price Index May 2011

...while earnings are among the lowest £460 per week in 2010 
(GB = £504 in Eng & Wales)

ONS, ASHE 2010

�…making DCC Dorset one of the least 
affordable places to buy a house

With Christchurch and East Dorset 
among the least affordable local 
authority areas outside London

DCLG, Ratio lower 
quartile house prices to 
lower quartile earnings 
by District 2010

Earnings are below national levels even 
at lower pay levels

In 2010, 40% of full time employees 
earned less than £416 per week 
compared with £440 in England & 
Wales

ONS, ASHE 2010

Unemployment is low 1.5% in June 2011 compared with 
3.7% in Great Britain

ONS, claimant count, 
June 2011

There is little manufacturing 
employment, although more than the 
national average

11% of employees in 2009, (9% GB). ONS Business Register 
& Employment Survey 
2009

Gross Value Added (GVA) per head 
of resident population is low

GVA Index of 73, where  
UK =100, England = 102

ONS, GVA DATA 
2008
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	 Hectares	 Acres	 Square Miles
Christchurch	 5,043	 12,461	 19.47
East Dorset	 35,446	 87,587	 136.86
North Dorset	 60,922	 150,538	 235.22
Purbeck	 40,442	 99,932	 156.15
West Dorset	 108,153	 267,246	 417.58
Weymouth & Portland	 4,175	 10,316	 16.12

DCC Dorset	 254,181	 628,080	 981.40

Bournemouth	 4,617	 11,409	 17.83
Poole	 6,475	 16,000	 25.00
Dorset	 265,273	 655,492	 1,024.23

S W Region	 2,382,897	 5,888,000	 9,200.41

England & Wales	 15,118,890	 37,359,000	 58,374

	 Size of Local Authority Areas

	 Source: Ordnance Survey, 1992

Total Dorset area  
= 265,273ha
(including Bournemouth  
and Poole)

Urban Area 	16,712ha
Rural Area 	248,561ha

6.3% urban areas.

Total DCC Dorset area  
= 254,181ha
(excluding Bournemouth  
and Poole)

Urban Area 	6,354ha
Rural Area 	247,827ha

2.5% urban areas

Source: DCC. Urban areas based  
on towns and large settlement

	 Urban Area in Dorset
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Mid Year Estimates of Population, 2000-2010 (figures in thousands)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Christchurch 44.8 44.9 45.1 45.3 45.5 45.7 45.9 46.3 46.7 47.0 47.3

East Dorset 83.6 83.9 84.9 85.5 86.2 86.3 86.5 87.4 87.7 87.6 87.8

North Dorset 61.7 62.0 62.5 63.3 63.7 64.2 65.0 65.8 65.7 64.3 64.2

Purbeck 44.5 44.4 44.5 44.2 44.1 44.3 44.7 45.2 45.4 45.2 45.2

West Dorset 91.8 92.5 93.4 94.5 94.9 95.4 95.9 96.6 96.7 96.5 96.7

Weymouth and Portland 63.3 63.8 64.3 64.3 64.1 64.2 64.0 64.0 63.7 63.6 63.5

Dorset 389.7 391.5 394.8 397.2 398.4 400.1 402.0 405.3 405.8 404.0 404.8

Bournemouth UA 162.7 163.6 163.1 161.4 159.8 160.5 161.3 164.0 164.6 164.9 168.1

Poole UA 138.3 138.4 138.6 138.2 137.9 138.2 138.9 140.0 140.7 141.2 142.1

Dorset (incl. B&P) 690.7 693.4 696.4 696.7 696.1 698.9 702.1 709.3 711.0 710.2 715.0

South West 4,917.1 4,943.4 4,972.5 5,002.9 5,039.6 5,085.3 5,123.8 5,178.5 5,210.4 5,210.4 5,210.4

England & Wales 52,140.2 52,360.0 52,567.3 52,792.2 53,053.2 53,416.3 53,725.8 54,082.3 54,454.7 54,454.7 54,454.7
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Latest Population of Dorset
(excluding Poole and Bournemouth (mid 2010)

404,789

Latest Town Populations 
(2010)

Beaminster	 3,010	
Blandford Forum	 9,190 
Bridport (built up area)	13,210	
Chickerell	 5,300 
Christchurch	 47,300
	

Dorchester	 18,280 
Ferndown	 17,800 
Gillingham	 10,890	
Lyme Regis	 3,570 
Lytchett Min & Upton	 8,160 
Portland	 12,400
Shaftesbury	 6,640
Sherborne	 9,590

Stalbridge	 2,560
Sturminster Newton	 3,840
Swanage	 9,840
Verwood	 14,930
Wareham	 5,580
Weymouth	 51,130
Wimborne Minster	 6,780

Source: ONS

	 Percentage Growth 2000-2010

	 10 Year Population GrowthKey Population Statistics
Latest Population Statistics 2010

0-15 years 16-64 65+

2010 Mid  
Year Estimates

numbers % numbers % numbers %

Christchurch 47,302 7,456 15.8 25,708 54.3 14,138 29.9

East Dorset 87,828 14,126 16.1 49,341 56.2 24,361 27.7

North Dorset 64,225 12,677 19.7 36,870 57.4 14,678 22.9

Purbeck 45,190 7,339 16.2 26,859 59.4 10,992 24.3

West Dorset 96,712 16,508 17.1 54,287 56.1 25,917 26.8

Weymouth and Portland 63,532 10,838 17.1 39,028 61.4 13,666 21.5

Dorset 404,789 68,944 17.0 232,093 57.3 103,752 25.6

Bournemouth UA 168,118 26,126 15.5 109,985 65.4 32,007 19.0

Poole UA 142,135 24,810 17.5 87,241 61.4 30,084 21.2

Dorset (incl. B&P) 715,042 119,880 16.8 429,319 60.0 165,843 23.2

South West 5,273,726 925,555 17.6 3,313,322 62.8 1,034,849 19.6
England & Wales 55,240,475 10,314,303 18.7 35,761,738 64.7 9,164,434 16.6

Source: ONS
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Latest population figures
Population figures from the Office for National Statistics come out in the summer each year for the previous year. Hence, by 
July 2012 we will receive figures for mid 2011. Currently 2010 figures are the most up-to-date.

Population	 Dorset Data Book 2011 Dorset Data Book 2011	 Population

	 2000 and 2010 Home Population by Age and Sex Structure for DCC Dorset
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DCC Dorset Mid-Year Population Estimates, 2000 and 2010
2000 2010

Age Males Females Persons Males Females Persons %
0-4 9,747 9,164 18,911 9,928 9,519 19,447 4.8
5-9 11,380 10,834 22,214 10,257 9,736 19,993 4.9
10-14 12,232 11,631 23,863 12,358 11,791 24,149 6.0
15-19 11,979 10,273 22,252 13,844 11,995 25,839 6.4
20-24 7,915 6,761 14,676 9,302 7,116 16,418 4.1
25-29 9,353 9,760 19,113 7,741 6,776 14,517 3.6
30-34 11,510 11,914 23,424 7,324 7,372 14,696 3.6
35-39 12,969 13,441 26,410 9,831 10,976 20,807 5.1
40-44 12,613 12,958 25,571 12,881 14,079 26,960 6.7
45-49 12,266 12,733 24,999 14,207 15,338 29,545 7.3
50-54 14,171 15,162 29,333 13,551 14,342 27,893 6.9
55-59 12,304 13,121 25,425 13,032 14,283 27,315 6.7
60-64 11,011 11,896 22,907 15,898 17,560 33,458 8.3
65-69 10,895 12,021 22,916 13,525 14,750 28,275 7.0
70-74 10,194 12,054 22,248 11,110 12,306 23,416 5.8
75-79 8,556 11,661 20,217 9,253 10,972 20,225 5.0
80-84 5,121 7,927 13,048 6,800 9,122 15,922 3.9
85+ 3,773 8,384 12,157 5,576 10,338 15,914 3.9
total 187,989 201,695 389,684 196,418 208,371 404,789

Source: Mid Year Estimates (MYE’s) ONS

What the table and chart show	
	
•	 �The population pyramids (above) show the 

number of people by 5 year age bands in 
2000 and 2010 (as detailed in the table).

•	 �During the last 10 years, the population in 
DCC Dorset has increased by 15,105 people, 
a rise of 3.88%.

•	 �In 2000 many of the 5 year age bands  had 
similar numbers except for the 20-24 age 
group which had lower numbers. This changes 
significantly by 2010. By 2010 there have been 
significant rises in the number of those aged 
over 60 with that age group increasing by 
nearly 24,000 people and now making up 34% 
of the DCC Dorset population.

•	 �At the other end of the age bands the 
under 20’s have increased in number slightly 
but continue to make up just 22% of the 
population. But the most significant change is 
the reduction in those aged 25-34  which have 
fallen by a third over the 10 year period. This 
reduction has taken place at a time when the 
overall population has increased by 3.8%.

Mid 2010 Population Estimates
Christchurch East Dorset North Dorset Bournemouth

Age males females persons males females persons males females persons males females persons Age
0-4 1,110 1,003 2,113 1,984 1,917 3,901 1,816 1,654 3,470 4,831 4,639 9,470 0-4
5-9 1,201 1,119 2,320 2,165 2,048 4,213 1,768 1,696 3,464 3,696 3,652 7,348 5-9

10-14 1,358 1,140 2,498 2,539 2,430 4,969 2,396 2,254 4,650 3,933 3,688 7,621 10-14
15-19 1,268 1,236 2,504 2,562 2,409 4,971 3,097 2,139 5,236 5,381 5,442 10,823 15-19
20-24 1,017 929 1,946 1,865 1,539 3,404 1,386 729 2,115 9,770 9,152 18,922 20-24
25-29 919 891 1,810 1,624 1,420 3,044 982 886 1,868 6,893 5,772 12,665 25-29
30-34 908 872 1,780 1,282 1,406 2,688 1,228 1,213 2,441 4,991 5,092 10,083 30-34
35-39 1,060 1,228 2,288 1,879 2,288 4,167 1,690 1,895 3,585 5,127 5,270 10,397 35-39
40-44 1,438 1,588 3,026 2,692 3,175 5,867 2,168 2,254 4,422 5,456 5,220 10,676 40-44
45-49 1,648 1,673 3,321 3,164 3,397 6,561 2,132 2,383 4,515 5,306 5,360 10,666 45-49
50-54 1,405 1,536 2,941 2,951 3,194 6,145 2,179 2,277 4,456 4,719 4,714 9,433 50-54
55-59 1,348 1,533 2,881 2,882 3,104 5,986 2,048 2,184 4,232 4,167 4,442 8,609 55-59
60-64 1,708 2,028 3,736 3,558 3,993 7,551 2,430 2,663 5,093 4,746 4,652 9,398 60-64
65-69 1,583 1,826 3,409 3,005 3,331 6,336 2,061 2,227 4,288 3,819 3,758 7,577 65-69
70-74 1,486 1,732 3,218 2,614 2,978 5,592 1,668 1,736 3,404 3,067 3,581 6,648 70-74
75-79 1,273 1,574 2,847 2,313 2,589 4,902 1,274 1,487 2,761 2,683 3,509 6,192 75-79
80-84 963 1,360 2,323 1,677 2,131 3,808 937 1,255 2,192 2,115 3,322 5,437 80-84

85+ 859 1,482 2,341 1,343 2,380 3,723 714 1,319 2,033 2,021 4,132 6,153 85+
total 22,552 24,750 47,302 42,099 45,729 87,828 31,974 32,251 64,225 82,721 85,397 168,118 total

 Purbeck West Dorset Weymouth and Portland Poole
Age males females persons males females persons males females persons males females persons Age
0-4 1,069 1,033 2,102 2,234 2,174 4,408 1,715 1,738 3,453 4,242 4,037 8,279 0-4
5-9 1,114 1,037 2,151 2,419 2,288 4,707 1,590 1,548 3,138 3,690 3,606 7,296 5-9

10-14 1,276 1,254 2,530 3,022 2,926 5,948 1,767 1,787 3,554 3,790 3,762 7,552 10-14
15-19 1,434 1,240 2,674 3,436 3,105 6,541 2,047 1,866 3,913 4,605 4,277 8,882 15-19
20-24 1,212 970 2,182 1,760 1,343 3,103 2,062 1,606 3,668 4,423 4,024 8,447 20-24
25-29 1,066 1,009 2,075 1,314 1,222 2,536 1,836 1,348 3,184 3,907 3,582 7,489 25-29
30-34 997 955 1,952 1,546 1,661 3,207 1,363 1,265 2,628 3,572 3,773 7,345 30-34
35-39 1,110 1,175 2,285 2,246 2,584 4,830 1,846 1,806 3,652 4,342 4,525 8,867 35-39
40-44 1,405 1,608 3,013 2,988 3,311 6,299 2,190 2,143 4,333 4,829 5,254 10,083 40-44
45-49 1,559 1,704 3,263 3,334 3,810 7,144 2,370 2,371 4,741 4,973 5,390 10,363 45-49
50-54 1,523 1,596 3,119 3,304 3,467 6,771 2,189 2,272 4,461 4,387 4,756 9,143 50-54
55-59 1,438 1,586 3,024 3,289 3,682 6,971 2,027 2,194 4,221 4,148 4,434 8,582 55-59
60-64 1,828 2,000 3,828 3,978 4,352 8,330 2,396 2,524 4,920 4,737 4,986 9,723 60-64
65-69 1,587 1,637 3,224 3,366 3,711 7,077 1,923 2,018 3,941 3,836 4,094 7,930 65-69
70-74 1,140 1,268 2,408 2,726 3,018 5,744 1,476 1,574 3,050 3,242 3,438 6,680 70-74
75-79 1,014 1,174 2,188 2,242 2,803 5,045 1,137 1,345 2,482 2,425 3,380 5,805 75-79
80-84 676 935 1,611 1,704 2,248 3,952 843 1,193 2,036 1,981 2,791 4,772 80-84

85+ 574 987 1,561 1,363 2,736 4,099 723 1,434 2,157 1,632 3,265 4,897 85+
total 22,022 23,168 45,190 46,271 50,441 96,712 31,500 32,032 63,532 68,761 73,374 142,135 total

Males 2010 Females 2010

0 3,000 6,000 9,000 12,000 15,000 18,00003,0006,0009,00012,00015,00018,000

MYE's Source: ONS

Age

85+

80-84

75-79

70-74

65-69

60-64

55-59

50-54

45-49

40-44

35-39

30-34

25-29

20-24

15-19

10-14

5-9

0-4
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2008-based sub-national population projections

Short Term Long Term

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2018 2023 2028 2033 25 year 
growth (%)

Bournemouth 164.6 165.2 165.6 166.1 166.4 166.8 168.4 171.0 175.4 179.7 9.2

Poole 140.7 141.3 141.9 142.5 143.1 143.8 147.4 151.6 155.9 159.7 13.5

Dorset (DCC) 405.8 406.7 407.7 408.8 410.1 411.6 421.1 433.8 446.0 457.2 12.7

Christchurch 46.7 47.0 47.3 47.6 47.9 48.2 50.0 52.1 54.0 55.9 19.7

East Dorset 87.7 88.1 88.5 88.9 89.4 89.8 92.3 95.4 98.2 100.8 14.9

North Dorset 65.7 65.8 65.8 66.0 66.1 66.3 67.9 70.2 72.2 74 12.6

Purbeck 45.4 45.5 45.7 45.9 46.1 46.3 47.4 48.8 50.1 51.3 13.0

West Dorset 96.7 96.7 96.8 97.0 97.3 97.6 100.0 103.3 106.5 109.5 13.2

Weymouth & Portland 63.7 63.6 63.5 63.4 63.3 63.3 63.4 64.0 64.9 65.8 3.3

Source: ONS figures in thousands

Source: 2008 based Sub-National Population projections ONS	

What the table shows
These are the latest population 
projections from the Office for 
National Statistics.  They are trend 
based and therefore take account 
of recent population growth. These 
projections do not take account  
of local policies, for example the 
number of houses which will be  
built in the future. In DCC Dorset, 
such policies have a significant impact  
on population growth.

Projected Population Growth	
Shire Counties	
	 % growth 2008-2033 
	 (25yr growth)
Suffolk	 27.5
Essex	 26.3
Northamptonshire	 26.1
Norfolk	 25.8
Cambridgeshire	 24.0
Kent	 22.1
Cornwall and Isles of Scilly	 21.4
Bedfordshire	 21.2
West Sussex	 20.9
Hertfordshire	 20.6
Lincolnshire	 20.5
Devon	 20.3
East Sussex	 20.1
Surrey	 19.5
Warwickshire	 19.1
Leicestershire	 18.8
Somerset	 18.2
Hampshire	 18.1
Nottinghamshire	 17.8
North Yorkshire	 17.5
Wiltshire	 17.4
Gloucestershire	 16.9
Oxfordshire	 15.9
Buckinghamshire	 15.5
Derbyshire	 14.5
DCC Dorset	 12.7
Durham	 12.3
Shropshire	 11.8
Staffordshire	 10.4
Worcestershire	 10.0
Cheshire	 8.9
Northumberland	 8.7
Lancashire	 8.6
Cumbria	 7.5

	 Population Projections2010 Mid-Year Estimates: ‘Useful’ Age Groups

England 
& Wales

Age DCC Dorset Christchurch East Dorset North Dorset Purbeck West Dorset Weymouth & 
Portland

% number % number % number % number % number % number % number %

all ages 404,790 47,300 87,830 64,230 45,190 96,710 63,530

1.2 3 4,010 1.0 440 0.9 860 1.0 710 1.1 400 0.9 900 0.9 690 1.1

1.2 4 3,860 1.0 420 0.9 840 1.0 660 1.0 420 0.9 880 0.9 640 1.0

1.1 11 4,630 1.1 510 1.1 980 1.1 820 1.3 520 1.1 1,080 1.1 730 1.1

1.2 15 5,360 1.3 530 1.1 1,040 1.2 1,090 1.7 560 1.2 1,450 1.5 690 1.1

1.2 16 5,620 1.4 540 1.1 1,080 1.2 1,140 1.8 570 1.3 1,550 1.6 760 1.2

1.2 17 5,490 1.4 490 1.0 1,050 1.2 1,140 1.8 560 1.2 1,410 1.5 840 1.3

1.3 18 5,400 1.3 520 1.1 1,020 1.2 1,220 1.9 550 1.2 1,260 1.3 830 1.3

1.3 19 3,970 1.0 430 0.9 780 0.9 640 1.0 450 1.0 880 0.9 800 1.3

6.2 0-4 19,450 4.8 2,110 4.5 3,900 4.4 3,470 5.4 2,100 4.7 4,410 4.6 3,450 5.4

9.6 0-7 31,470 7.8 3,510 7.4 6,420 7.3 5,580 8.7 3,430 7.6 7,190 7.4 5,340 8.4

15.1 0-12 53,280 13.2 5,920 12.5 11,030 12.6 9,480 14.8 5,710 12.6 12,460 12.9 8,680 13.7

21.1 0-17 80,060 19.8 8,490 17.9 16,250 18.5 14,960 23.3 8,470 18.7 19,460 20.1 12,430 19.6

6.6 5-10 24,400 6.0 2,780 5.9 5,140 5.8 4,290 6.7 2,620 5.8 5,800 6.0 3,790 6.0

11.5 8-17 48,590 12.0 4,980 10.5 9,830 11.2 9,380 14.6 5,040 11.1 12,280 12.7 7,090 11.2

5.8 11-15 25,100 6.2 2,560 5.4 5,090 5.8 4,920 7.7 2,620 5.8 6,310 6.5 3,590 5.7

10.9 11-19 45,580 11.3 4,540 9.6 9,020 10.3 9,070 14.1 4,740 10.5 11,400 11.8 6,810 10.7

17.8 11-24 62,000 15.3 6,490 13.7 12,420 14.1 11,180 17.4 6,920 15.3 14,500 15.0 10,480 16.5

19.2 11-25 65,070 16.1 6,880 14.5 13,110 14.9 11,490 17.9 7,420 16.4 15,010 15.5 11,170 17.6

8.6 13-19 36,150 8.9 3,520 7.4 7,030 8.0 7,340 11.4 3,750 8.3 9,140 9.5 5,380 8.5

12.0 16-24 36,900 9.1 3,930 8.3 7,330 8.3 6,260 9.7 4,300 9.5 8,200 8.5 6,890 10.8

5.3 18-21 15,890 3.9 1,680 3.5 3,100 3.5 2,780 4.3 1,820 4.0 3,340 3.5 3,170 5.0

62.3 18-64 220,980 54.6 24,680 52.2 47,220 53.8 34,590 53.9 25,730 56.9 51,330 53.1 37,430 58.9

28.0 18-59(F) 94,430 23.3 10,710 22.6 20,360 23.2 14,500 22.6 11,070 24.5 22,060 22.8 15,730 24.8

31.1 18-64(M) 108,990 26.9 11,940 25.2 22,860 26.0 17,430 27.1 12,670 28.0 24,920 25.8 19,180 30.2

8.7 65-74 51,690 12.8 6,630 14.0 11,930 13.6 7,690 12.0 5,630 12.5 12,820 13.3 6,990 11.0

5.6 75-84 36,150 8.9 5,170 10.9 8,710 9.9 4,950 7.7 3,800 8.4 9,000 9.3 4,520 7.1

87.1 11+ 360,940 89.2 42,410 89.7 78,790 89.7 56,470 87.9 40,470 89.6 86,510 89.5 56,290 88.6

16.6 65+ 103,750 25.6 14,140 29.9 24,360 27.7 14,680 22.9 10,990 24.3 25,920 26.8 13,670 21.5

12.4 60+(F) 75,050 18.5 10,000 21.1 17,400 19.8 10,690 16.6 8,000 17.7 18,870 19.5 10,090 15.9

7.3 65+(M) 46,260 11.4 6,160 13.0 10,950 12.5 6,650 10.4 4,990 11.0 11,400 11.8 6,100 9.6

2.3 85+ 15,910 3.9 2,340 4.9 3,720 4.2 2,030 3.2 1,560 3.5 4,100 4.2 2,160 3.4

Source: Office for National Statistics Source: 2008-based subnational 
population projections, ONS
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Summary of Ethnic Minority Groups - 2001 Census
% White: 

Irish
% White: 

Other White
% Mixed % Asian % Black % Chinese 

& Other

England 1.3 2.7 1.3 4.6 2.3 0.9

South West 0.7 1.6 0.8 0.7 0.4 0.4

Bournemouth UA 1.0 3.2 1.2 0.7 0.4 1.0

Poole UA 0.6 1.6 0.7 0.5 0.2 0.4

DCC Dorset 0.6 1.4 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.4

Christchurch 0.7 1.4 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.3

East Dorset 0.5 1.3 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.2

North Dorset 0.5 1.5 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.4

Purbeck 0.6 1.6 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.5

West Dorset 0.5 1.4 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.5

Weymouth and Portland 0.6 1.2 0.6 0.2 0.4 0.3
Mixed = Mixed White & Black Caribbean, Mixed White & Black African, Mixed White & Asian, Other Mixed. Asian = Asian British or Indian, Asian 
British or Pakistani, Asian British or Bangladeshi, Other Asian. Black = Black British or Black Caribbean, Black British or Black African, Other Black.  
% of total populationNote: numbers have been rounded to the nearest 10 and may not sum because of this.		
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Figures may not sum due to rounding	. Method: Population Estimates are based upon GP patient registrations (FHSA data) constrained to meet with ONS Mid-Year Estimates.
Dwelling figures are based on Council Tax Records

	 Mid-2010 Population Estimates, Areas and Dwellings		  	 Mid-2010 Population Estimates, Areas and Dwellings		

Note: Figures may not sum due to rounding	. Method: Population Estimates are based upon GP patient registrations (FHSA data) constrained to meet with ONS 
Mid-Year Estimates

2010
population 
(estimate)

2011
area 

(hectares)

2011 
dwellings

Christchurch (wards)

Burton and Winkton 4,190 868 1,810
Grange 4,800 132 2,179
Highcliffe 3,280 204 2,229
Jumpers 4,310 121 1,760
*Mudeford and Friars Cliff 4,900 192 2,791
North Highcliffe and 
Walkford 3,680 159 1,623
Portfield 4,340 118 1,876
Purewell and Stanpit 4,310 318 2,042
St Catherine's and Hurn 3,970 2,632 1,722
Town Centre 4,090 142 2,362
West Highcliffe 5,470 282 2,755
District Total 47,300

* areas (hectares) include part of Christchurch harbour

East Dorset (parishes)

Alderholt 3,240 1,523 1,305
Chalbury 170 331 61
Colehill 6,760 967 2,931
Corfe Mullen 10,490 1,226 4,188
Cranborne 780 1,789 327
Edmondsham 210 728 80
Ferndown Town 17,800 2,037 8,350
Gussage All Saints 220 999 101
Gussage St. Michael 220 996 89
Hinton Martell 320 628 148
Hinton Parva 50 191 25
Holt 1,360 2,221 531
Horton 580 1,117 225
Long Crichel 80 816 32
Moor Crichel 180 806 79
Pamphill 650 2,380 305
Pentridge 200 1,160 86
St. Leonards and St. Ives 7,170 2,485 3,236
Shapwick 210 1,086 83
Sixpenny Handley 1,220 2,433 549
Sturminster Marshall 1,890 2,085 754
Verwood 14,930 1,562 6,254
West Moors 7,450 853 3,639
West Parley 3,560 453 1,613
Wimborne Minster 6,780 264 3,412
Wimborne St. Giles 380 2,404 148
Witchampton 420 854 183
Woodlands 570 1,050 206
Total 87,830

North Dorset (parishes)

Anderson 90 484 38
Ashmore 190 961 91
Blandford Forum 9,190 409 4,623
Blandford St. Mary 1,390 971 653
Bourton 790 372 381
Bryanston 1,070 715 178
Buckhorn Weston 350 685 155
Cann 900 930 228

2010 
population 
(estimate)

2011 
area 

(hectares)

2011 
dwellings

Charlton Marshall 1,160 929 515
Chettle 100 454 43
Child Okeford 1,060 649 534
Compton Abbas 200 604 98
Durweston 400 749 173
East Orchard 140 339 63
East Stour 510 723 263
Farnham 190 575 102
Fifehead Magdalen 100 394 52
Fifehead Neville 140 548 63
Fontmell Magna 700 1,172 325
Gillingham 10,890 3,129 5,340
Glanvilles Wootton 200 690 90
Hammoon 40 280 20
Hanford 120 244 14
Hazelbury Bryan 970 976 467
Hilton 420 1,231 228
Hinton St. Mary 230 433 108
Ibberton 100 559 50
Iwerne Courtney or 
Shroton 410 789 197
Iwerne Minster 930 1,152 342
Iwerne Stepleton 40 333 13
Kington Magna 380 882 174
Langton Long Blandford 110 488 56
Lydlinch 420 1,375 204
Manston 160 556 78
Mappowder 150 769 75
Margaret Marsh 50 223 22
Marnhull 1,920 1,550 949
Melbury Abbas 280 958 144
Milborne St. Andrew 1,000 1,066 469
Milton Abbas 860 1,767 263
Motcombe 1,460 1,972 616
Okeford Fitzpaine 930 1,513 399
Pimperne 1,020 1,183 496
Pulham 230 977 101
Shaftesbury 6,640 450 3,429
Shillingstone 1,130 919 502
Silton 140 496 60
Spetisbury 520 910 242
Stalbridge 2,560 2,363 1,217
Stoke Wake 70 440 19
Stourpaine 550 964 259
Stour Provost 580 1,139 269
Stourton Caundle 410 826 191
Sturminster Newton 3,840 1,839 1,998
Sutton Waldron 180 465 92
Tarrant Crawford 30 221 10
Tarrant Gunville 240 1,402 118
Tarrant Hinton 170 862 83
Tarrant Keyneston 300 542 148
Tarrant Launceston 300 644 146
Tarrant Monkton 1,870 746 490

2010
population 
(estimate)

2011
area 

(hectares)

2011 
dwellings

Tarrant Rawston 50 481 17
Tarrant Rushton 90 760 51
Todber 150 153 60
Turnworth 40 477 23
West Orchard 80 270 33
West Stour 190 345 97
Winterborne Clenston 60 532 86
Winterborne Houghton 190 798 265
Winterborne Kingston 610 1,077 367
Winterborne Stickland 550 853 71
Winterborne 
Whitechurch 700 1,389 22
Winterborne Zelston 140 344 278
Woolland 70 460 45
District total 64,225

Purbeck (parishes)

Affpuddle & Turners 
Puddle 450 2,279 219
Arne 1,360 2,962 628
Bere Regis 1,780 3,320 842
Bloxworth 190 1,087 85
Chaldon Herring 150 1,258 82
Church Knowle 260 1,180 157
Coombe Keynes 80 814 38
Corfe Castle 1,460 4,347 719
East Holme 60 433 21
East Lulworth 170 935 88
East Stoke 430 1,871 178
Kimmeridge 110 416 54
Langton Matravers 900 898 478
Lytchett Matravers 3,510 1,380 1,481
Lytchett Minster and 
Upton 8,160 1,505 3,475
Morden 310 1,487 150
Moreton 370 872 163
Steeple 100 1,361 41
Studland 440 2,784 264
Swanage 9,840 1,132 5,698
Tyneham 0 1,212 0
Wareham Town 5,580 654 1,157
Wareham St. Martin 2,730 3,348 2,687
West Lulworth 570 1,050 373
Winfrith Newburgh 690 1,601 328
Wool 4,860 1,471 2,106
Worth Matravers 630 1,101 371
District total 45,190

West Dorset (parishes)

Abbotsbury 460 1,953 248
Allington 720 317 338
Alton Pancras 170 921 72
Askerswell 170 698 79
Athelhampton 40 192 15
Batcombe 110 452 31
Beaminster 3,010 2,097 1,661

2010 
population 
(estimate)

2011
area 

(hectares)

2011 
dwellings

Beer Hackett 110 372 43
Bettiscombe   80 263 32
Bincombe   490 786 243
Bishop's Caundle   390 387 178
Bothenhampton   2,100 379 1,092
Bradford Abbas   860 450 411
Bradford Peverell   350 1,074 163
Bradpole   2,270 322 1,151
Bridport   8,130 323 4,519
Broadmayne   1,150 645 547
Broadwindsor   1,240 2,815 651
Buckland Newton   600 1,700 284
Burleston   30 148 11
Burstock   110 376 49
Burton Bradstock   960 1,108 584
Castleton   130 1,972 61
Catherston Leweston   40 87 28
Cattistock   410 1,113 240
Caundle Marsh   80 385 26
Cerne Abbas   750 1,274 426
Charminster   2,930 1,770 1,326
Charmouth   1,300 201 870
Chedington   100 317 54
Cheselbourne   310 1,248 137
Chetnole   370 296 155
Chickerell   5,300 1,498 2,456
Chideock   590 767 344
Chilcombe   10 183 8
Chilfrome   50 391 25
Clifton Maybank   80 498 24
Compton Valence   70 534 28
Corscombe   440 2,026 248
Crossways   2,120 670 1,031
Dewlish   310 861 124
Dorchester   18,280 712 8,876
East Chelborough   40 391 26
Evershot   240 635 109
Fleet   90 543 39
Folke   310 857 141
Frampton   520 1,332 235
Frome St. Quintin   160 546 79
Frome Vauchurch   150 197 76
Goathill   20 120 9
Godmanstone   150 475 64
Halstock   520 1,299 243
Haydon   50 188 18
Hermitage   80 305 47
Hilfield   60 648 31
Holnest   230 918 80
Holwell   370 980 170
Hooke   140 508 58
Kingston Russell   40 472 19
Langton Herring   140 462 81

2010 
population 
(estimate)

2011
area 

(hectares)

2011 
dwellings

Leigh   460 819 224
Leweston   150 127 8
Lillington   60 740 36
Littlebredy   70 653 34
Litton Cheney   350 822 205
Loders   510 920 272
Long Bredy   220 1,402 91
Longburton   460 421 220
Lyme Regis   3,570 523 2,384
Maiden Newton   1,020 1,170 516
Mapperton   60 332 12
Marshwood   270 1,515 137
Melbury Bubb   50 503 30
Melbury Osmond   170 495 87
Melbury Sampford   40 421 19
Melcombe Horsey   150 852 63
Minterne Magna   210 1,008 84
Mosterton   630 462 287
Netherbury   1,240 2,540 618
Nether Cerne   30 343 8
Nether Compton   310 387 148
North Poorton   20 276 9
North Wootton   50 270 20
Oborne   110 246 46
Osmington   590 905 317
Over Compton   190 278 92
Owermoigne   480 1,460 232
Piddlehinton   410 1,181 194
Piddletrenthide   650 2,554 323
Pilsdon   20 267 9
Portesham   670 1,825 345
Powerstock   340 1,676 195
Poxwell   50 380 20
Poyntington   150 411 60
Puddletown   1,390 2,905 642
Puncknowle   440 951 269
Purse Caundle   130 630 52
Rampisham   150 847 56
Ryme Intrinseca   130 470 61
Sandford Orcas   190 575 93
Seaborough   80 236 28
Sherborne   9,590 669 4,493
Shipton Gorge   340 592 202
South Perrott   260 574 110
Stanton St. Gabriel   140 458 41
Stinsford   300 1,350 141
Stockwood   20 282 10
Stoke Abbott   230 942 136
Stratton   620 693 279
Swyre   90 459 48
Sydling St. Nicholas   420 2,075 215
Symondsbury   1,090 1,534 575
Thorncombe   630 2,280 334

2010 
population 
(estimate)

2011
area 

(hectares)

2011 
dwellings

Thornford 860 592 383
Tincleton   170 366 76
Toller Fratrum   20 205 8
Toller Porcorum   290 1,283 155
Tolpuddle   420 830 196
Trent   330 653 149
Up Cerne   10 454 7
Warmwell   110 536 54
West Chelborough   40 238 15
West Compton   30 346 23
West Knighton   410 657 168
West Stafford   290 400 143
Whitcombe   40 301 20
Whitchurch Canonicorum   660 1,743 357
Winterborne Came   50 667 26
Winterborne Herringston   30 266 10
Winterborne Monkton   60 508 30
Winterborne St. Martin   750 1,438 365
Winterbourne Abbas   340 612 156
Winterbourne Steepleton   270 740 107
Woodsford   100 546 29
Wootton Fitzpaine   370 1,445 157
Wraxall   50 392 23
Wynford Eagle   90 723 29
Yetminster 1,060 598 529

District total                     96,710

Weymouth & Portland (wards)
Littlemoor 3,580 123 1,826
Melcombe Regis 5,980 127 3,362
Preston 4,820 717 2,457
Radipole 3,620 106 2,051
Tophill East 3,550 380 1,512
Tophill West 4,930 513 2,370
Underhill 3,920 383 1,576
Upwey and Broadwey 3,460 644 1,554
Westham East 3,660 69 2,168
Westham North 5,220 273 2,286
Westham West 3,600 104 1,434
Wey Valley 3,340 433 1,290
Weymouth East 3,330 100 1,967
Weymouth West 5,090 123 2,335
Wyke Regis 5,440 202 2,444
District total 63,530
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The Index of Deprivation includes seven main domains and six 
further sub domains. There is also a measure of Multiple Deprivation 
(IMD)* made up from the other domains. Each of the 32,482 Super 
Output Areas (SOA’s) in England have been assigned a score and 
rank. In Dorset there are 247 SOA’s.

*The IMD 2010 is a measure of multiple deprivation at the small 
area level. The model of multiple deprivation which underpins 
the IMD 2010 is based on the idea of distinct dimensions of 
deprivation which can be recognised and measured separately. 
These are experienced by individuals living in an area. People 
may be counted in one or more of the domains, depending 
on the number of types of deprivation that they experience. 
The overall IMD is conceptualised as a weighted area level 
aggregation of these specific dimensions of deprivation.

The domains are:
•	 Income Deprivation Domain 
•	 Employment Deprivation Domain 
•	 Health deprivation and Disability 	Domain 
•	 Education, Skills and Training 	Domain with the sub domains: 		
	 Children/Young people, and: skills 
•	 Barriers to Housing and Services 	with the sub domains: wider 		
	 barriers and Geographical 	barriers 
•	 Crime Domain 
•	 Living Environment Deprivation 	Domain with the sub domains: 		
	 the “indoors” living environment and: 	
	 the “outdoors” living 	environment

There are also supplementary 	income indicators:
•	 Income deprivation affecting 	children index 
•	 Income deprivation affecting 	older people

	 Weymouth & Portland – 39 SOAss

•	 Significant contrast between areas of the Borough.
•	 10 SOAs in the top 20% most deprived for IMD (national rank) 	
	 – the highest in all the districts across the County (accounting for 	
	 25.6% of all the SOAs in the district).
•	 Contains the most deprived SOA in the County for IMD (national 	
	 rank) - Melcombe Regis Town Centre. Melcombe Regis is also 		
	 within the top 1% most deprived nationally in the Crime Domain.
•	 Four SOAs in the 20% least deprived for IMD. The least deprived 	
	 in the district is Preston.

	 North Dorset  – 35 SOAs

•	 Relatively limited deprivation across the district
•	 No SOAs in the top 20% most deprived for IMD.
•	 Seven SOAs in the least 20% deprived for IMD (national rank) 		
	 (20% of all the SOAs in North Dorset). 
•	 The least deprived SOA in district is Gillingham Coldharbour.
•	 The least deprived area for crime in the County is found in North 	
	 Dorset (Lower Tarrants SOA).

	 East Dorset – 57 SOAs

•	 The 2010 index of multiple Deprivation show very limited 		
	 deprivation across the district.
•	 No SOAs in the district fall into the top 20% most deprived SOAs 	
	 for IMD.
•	 East Dorset SOAs account for a large proportion of the 20% least 	
	 deprived SOAs for IMD (national rank).
•	 35 of the 57 SOAs fall into the 20% least deprived SOAs 
	 (national rank).
•	  The district contains the least deprived SOA for IMD in the 		
	 County (national ranking) - Colehill Cannon Hill.
•	 Generally, East Dorset dominates the least 20% deprived 		
	 (nationally) across all the domains.

Key

1.  Bourton & District  			 

2.  Milton  			 

3.  Gillingham Lodborne  			 

4.  Gillingham Coldharbour  			 

5.  Gillingham Wyke  			 

6.  Gillingham Town  			 

7.  Motcombe & Ham  			 

8.  The Stours  			 

9.  Marnhull  			 

10.  Stalbridge Environs  			 

11.  Stalbridge Town  			 

12.  Sturminster Newton Environs  			 

13.  Sturminster Newton Town  			 

14.  Bulbarrow  			 

15.  Lydden Vale  			 

16.  Milton Abbas & Hilton  			 

17.  Milborne St Andrew  			 

18.  The North Winterbornes  		

19.  Riversdale  			 

20.  Portman  			 

21.  Durweston & Stourpaine  			 

22.  Blandford Old Town  			 

23.  Blandford Damory Down  			 

24.  Blandford Station  			 

25.  Blandford Langton St Leonards  			 

26.  Blandford Hilltop  			 

27.  The Lower Tarrants  			 

28.  Cranborne Chase  			 

29.  The Iwernes  			 

30.  Child Okeford & Shillingstone			 

31.  The Beacon			 

32.  Shaftesbury Underhill  			 

33.  Shaftesbury Central  			 

34.  Shaftesbury Christy’s  		

35.  Shaftesbury Grosvenor  			 

North Dorset Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010, National Rank

East Dorset Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010, National Rank

1.  Sixpenny Handley  			 

2.  Allen Valley  			 

3.  Pamphill & Shapwick  			 

4.  Sturminster Marshall  			 

5.  Corfe Mullen Newtown & Environs  		

6.  Corfe Mullen West & Environs  			 

7.  Corfe Mullen Springdale  		

8.  Corfe Mullen Central  			 

9.  Corfe Mullen Henbury  			 

10.  Corfe Mullen Phelipps  			 

11.  Corfe Mullen North  			 

12.  Wimborne Town Centre		

13.  Wimborne St Johns			 

14.  Wimborne The Station  			 

15.  Wimborne Leigh Park  			 

16.  Colehill The Vineries  			 

17.  Greenhill & Furzehill  			 

18.  Colehill North  			 

19.  Colehill Cannon Hill  			 

20.  Colehill Canford Bottom  			 

21.  Colehill Hayes  			 

22.  Stapehill  			 

23.  Longham  			 

24.  Parley Cross  			 

25.  Parley  			 

26.  Ferndown Glenmoor  			 

27.  Ferndown Golf Links North  			 

28.  Ferndown Tricketts Cross East  			 

29.  Ferndown Tricketts Cross  			 

30.  Ferndown St Marys  			 

31.  Ferndown The Warren  			 

32.  Ferndown Pinewood  			 

33.  Ferndown Coppice & Clayford  			 

34.  Ferndown Leeson  			 

35.  Ferndown Pennington’s  			 

36.  West Moors Glenwood  			 

37.  West Moors Pinehurst			 

38.  West Moors East  			 

39.  St Leonards Grange  

40.	 St Leonards & St Ives West	  

41.	 St Ives 

42.	 Ashley Heath

43.	 West Moors North

1.	 Upwey and Broadwey West 	

2.	 Upwey and Broadwey East	

3.	 Wey Valley and Nottington Redlands	  

4.	 Littlemoor West

5.	 Littlemoor East

6.	 Preston

7.	 Preston Sutton Poyntz

8.	 Preston Overcoombe

9.	 Radipole East

10. 	Radipole North & Village

11.	 Westham North Southill	

12.	 Westham North Goldcroft Road

13.	 Radipole West

14.	 Melcombe Regis Lodmoor Hill	  

15.	 Melcombe Regis Carlton Road	  

16.	 Melcombe Regis Park District 	

17.	 Melcombe Regis Town Centre 	

18.	 Westham East Knightsdale Road	  

19.	 Westham East Abbotsbury Road	  

20.	 Westham North Westhaven	  

21.	 Westham West Lanehouse	  

22.	 Westham West St Augustines	  

23.	 Weymouth West Everest Road	  

24.	 Rodwell and Chapelhay

25.	 Rodwell and the Nothe

26.	 Weymouth West Buxton Road	  

27.	 Wyke Regis All Saints

28.	 Wyke Square

29.	 Weymouth West Doncaster Rd	  

30.	 Wyke Regis Castle Hill

31.	 Wyke Regis Ferrybridge	  

32.	 Castletown and Chiswell	  

33.	 Fortuneswell North

34.	 Fortuneswell South

35.	 Tophill East Grove Road	

36.	 Weston West

37.	 Tophill East Easton

38.	 Weston East

39.	 Southwell and Portland Bill	  			 

		

Weymouth & Portland Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010, 
National Rank

44.	 Three Legged Cross

45.	 Verwood Potterne & Woolsbridge	  

46.	 Verwood Ebblake

47.	 Verwood Noon Hill 

48.	 Verwood Newtown

49.	 Verwood Chiltern 

50.	 Verwood Emmanuel

51.	 Holt  

52.	 Crane

53.	 Verwood Dewlands 

54.	 Verwood Town Centre

55.	 Verwood Stephen’s Castle 	

56.	 Alderholt West

57.	 Alderholt East			 

A Super Output Area (SOA) has a minimum of 400 households  
or 1,000 population

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.Dorset County Council  LA 100019790.2011

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.Dorset County Council  LA 100019790.2011

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.Dorset County Council  LA 100019790.2011
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	 Purbeck – 29 SOAs

•	 Few deprivation “hotspots” within the district.
•	 No SOAs fall into the top 20% most deprived SOAs for IMD.
•	 One SOA in the 20% least deprived for IMD– this least deprived 		
	 SOA is Lytchett Matravers SOA.

	 Christchurch – 30 SOAs

•	 Deprivation in Christchurch is particularly focused  in one area
•	 One  SOA in Christchurch is in the top 20% most deprived 		
	 nationally for IMD.
•	 The most deprived SOA in the district is Somerford East.
•	 10 SOAs are in the least 20% deprived nationally for IMD.
•	 The River Way SOA is the least deprived in Christchurch.
•	 Christchurch contains the most deprived SOA for IMD in the 		
	 County (national rank) for the Education, Skills & Training 		
	 Deprivation Domain.

Dorset Data Book 2011

	 West Dorset – 57 SOAs

•	 In the IMD the most deprived areas are to be found in the towns – 	
	 Bridport, Dorchester and Sherborne.
•	 Two SOAs in the top 20% most deprived nationally for IMD – 		
	 both in Bridport. The most deprived SOA in the district is 
	 Bridport Skilling.

Additional Information…
The results for Dorset are also available as maps on the research 
and information’s website dorsetforyou.com/statistics. 

Visit our web pages for more information: 
http://www.dorsetforyou.com/401817

This section of the website also includes maps and data 
presented at LSOA level for each of the County’s six district and 
boroughs. The information available includes the subdomains.

The document The Indices of Deprivation 2010- a summary 
report for the Dorset County Council area produced by Dorset 

County Council, reports on and maps the Dorset position in relation 
to the national picture. This is available on the website.  

Also available to download is a spreadsheet that gives all the IMD 
scores, and ranks all the LSOA’s nationally - within Dorset and within 
individual districts. It also shows the full ranking scores for all the 
districts and wider county area, for all the domains and sub domains.

Source: 
Index of Deprivation 2010, Dept. Communities Local Government

Contact: 
Pete Jackson 01305 224614 p.p.jackson@dorsetcc.gov.uk

Purbeck Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010, National Rank

1.  Winfrith  		

2.  Bere Regis  		

3.  Bovington Camp  		

4.  Wool & East Burton  		

5.  Wool Village  		

6.  West Purbeck  		

7.  Creech Barrow  		

8.  Wareham Town  		

9.  Wareham Worgret  		

10.  Wareham Northport  		

11.  Wareham Northmoor Park  		

12.  Sandford South  		

13.  Sandford North & Holton Heath  		

14.  Matravers & Mordens  		

15.  Lytchett Matravers  		

16.  Lytchett Minster & Lytchett Bay		

17.  Upton West  		

18.  Upton & Beacon Heath  		

19.  Upton Wood  		

20.  Upton East  		

21.  Castle  		

22.  Langton  		

23.  New Swanage & Ulwell  		

24.  Swanage King George’s  	

25.  Swanage North  		

26.  Swanage Town Centre  		

27.  Swanage South  		

28.  Swanage Townsend  		

29.  Swanage Herston  		

Christchurch Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010, 
National Rank

1.  Hurn  

2.  River Way  

3.  Canberra Road  

4.  Jumpers Common  

5.  Barracks  

6.  Fairmile South & Hospital  

7.  Portfield  

8.  Bargates  

9.  Fairmile North  

10.  Burton - Central  

11.  Burton Green & Winkton  

12.  Burton - Whitehayes  

13.  Priory  

14.  Christchurch Harbour  

15.  Purewell  

16.  Somerford West  

17.  Somerford South  

18.  Stanpit  

19.  Mudeford North  

20.  Mudeford Quay  

21.  Friars Cliff  

22.  Somerford East  

23.  Hobourne North

24.  Hobourne South & Runway  

25.  Highcliffe West  

26.  Wingfield  

27.  Hintonwood  

28.  Highcliffe  

29.  Chewton  

30.  Walkford  

•	 Four SOAs in the least 20% deprived for IMD. 
•	 The least deprived SOA in the district is Dorchester 
	 Monmouth Road.
•	 The Dorchester Manor Park SOA in West Dorset is the least 		
	 deprived area in the County in relation to the Income domain. 

1.  Lyme Regis West  			 

2.  Lyme Regis East  			 

3.  Charmouth			 

4.  Marshwood Vale  			 

5.  Broadwindsor  			 

6.  Beaminster North  			 

7.  Beaminster Environs			 

8.  Beaminster South  			 

9.  Netherbury  			 

10.  Chideock & Symondsbury  			 

11.  Bradpole  			 

12.  Bridport Coneygar  			 

13.  Bridport Court Orchard 			 

14.  Bridport Centre North  			 

15.  Bridport Centre & Allington  			 

16.  Bridport Skilling  			 

17.  Bothenhampton & West Bay 			 

18.  Loders			 

19.  Burton Bradstock  			 

20.  Chesil Bank  			 

21.  Maiden Newton  			 

22.  Halstock  			 

23.  Frome Valley  			 

24.  Cerne Valley  			 

25.  Winterborne St. Martin  			 

26.  Chickerell Environs  			 

27.  Chickerell  			 

28.  Chickerell Handborough & Littlesea  			

29.  Charlestown  			 

30.  Owermoigne South & Osmington  			 

31.  Broadmayne  			 

32.  Poundbury North  			 

33.  Poundbury South  			 

34.  Dorchester Victoria Park  			 

35.  Dorchester Queen’s Ave.  			 

36.  Dorchester Castle Park  		

37.  Dorchester Manor Park  		

38.  Dorchester Monmouth Road  			 

39.  Fordington West & Thomas Hardye  			

40.  Dorchester Town Centre  			 

41.  Fordington East  			 

42.  Fordington Fields  			 

43.  Crossways  			 

44.  Charminster  			 

45.  Puddletown  			 

46.  Piddle Valley  			 

47.  Cam Vale  			 

48.  Yetminster  			 

49.  Bradford Abbas  			 

50.  Queen Thorne  			 

51.  Sherborne West Marston  			 

52.  Sherborne East Gryphon  			 

West Dorset Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010, National Rank

53.  Sherborne East Coldharbour  			 

54.  Sherborne East Newlands  			 

55.  Sherborne West Abbey  			 

56.  Sherborne West Lenthay  			 

57.  Sherborne West Westbridge  			 

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.Dorset County Council  LA 100019790.2011 © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.Dorset County Council  LA 100019790.2011

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.Dorset County Council  LA 100019790.2011
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Area		  2000	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Christchurch		  370	 378	 325	 373	 381	 372	 395	 365	 390	 393	 389
East Dorset	  	 652	 640	 616	 695	 623	 675	 653	 694	 689	 666	 652
North Dorset		  554	 508	 569	 536	 625	 643	 651	 693	 690	 688	 667
Purbeck		  357	 391	 339	 357	 369	 343	 357	 366	 413	 378	 384
West Dorset		  766	 789	 795	 777	 770	 803	 766	 875	 838	 834	 838
Weymouth & Portland		  594	 585	 647	 614	 627	 651	 652	 686	 714	 728	 734

Bournemouth		  1,673	 1,540	 1,517	 1,628	 1,628	 1,619	 1,863	 1,975	 2,095	 2,223	 2,224
Poole		  1,391	 1,333	 1,365	 1,456	 1,534	 1,461	 1,511	 1,648	 1,629	 1,655	 1,787

Dorset		  6,357	 6,164	 6,173	 6,436	 6,557	 6,567	 6,848	 7,302	 7,458	 7,565	 7,675

DCC Dorset	  	 3,293	 3,291	 3,291	 3,352	 3,395	 3,487	 3,474	 3,679	 3,734	 3,687	 3,664

	 Live Births, 2000-2010

Area		  2000	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Christchurch		  8.3	 8.5	 7.2	 8.2	 8.4	 8.1	 8.6	 7.9	 8.4	 8.4	 8.2	
East Dorset		  7.8	 7.6	 7.3	 8.1	 7.2	 7.8	 7.5	 7.9	 7.9	 7.6	 7.4
North Dorset		  9.0	 8.1	 9.1	 8.5	 9.8	 10.0	 10.0	 10.5	 10.5	 10.7	 10.4
Purbeck		  7.7	 8.4	 7.6	 8.1	 8.4	 7.7	 8.0	 8.1	 9.1	 8.4	 8.5
West Dorset		  8.4	 8.6	 8.5	 8.2	 8.1	 8.4	 8.0	 9.1	 8.7	 8.6	 8.7
Weymouth & Portland		  9.6	 9.3	 10.1	 9.5	 9.8	 10.1	 10.2	 10.7	 11.2	 11.4	 11.6

Bournemouth		  10.2	 9.4	 9.3	 10.1	 10.2	 10.1	 11.6	 12.0	 12.7	 13.5	 13.2
Poole		  9.9	 9.5	 9.9	 10.5	 11.1	 10.6	 10.9	 11.8	 11.6	 11.7	 12.6

Dorset		  9.1	 8.8	 8.9	 9.2	 9.4	 9.4	 9.8	 10.3	 10.5	 10.7	 10.7

DCC Dorset		  8.5	 8.4	 8.3	 8.4	 8.5	 8.7	 8.6	 9.1	 9.2	 9.1	 9.1

England & Wales		  11.5	 11.4	 11.3	 11.8	 12.1	 12.1	 12.5	 12.8	 13.0	 12.9	 31.1

	 Births per 1,000 population, 2000-2010

	 2001-03	 02-04	 03-05	 04-06	 05-07	 06-08	 07-09	 07-09	
Males							               Male Rankings
Christchurch	 78.2	 78.6	 79.8	 80.4	 80.3	 80.3	 81.0	 (16)
East Dorset	 80.1	 80.8	 80.9	 81.5	 81.4	 81.4	 81.4	 (10)
North Dorset	 79.2	 79.2	 79.3	 79.3	 79.7	 80.6	 81.2	 (12)
Purbeck	 79.7	 79.3	 79.1	 79.5	 79.5	 80.6	 80.8	 (22)
West Dorset	 77.6	 78.5	 78.6	 79.5	 79.4	 79.9	 79.4	 (111)
Weymouth  
& Portland	 75.9	 76.4	 77.4	 77.8	 78.4	 78.0	 78.3	 (200)

Bournemouth	 76.1	 76.5	 77.1	 77.8	 77.9	 78.0	 78.0	 (218)
Poole	 78.2	 78.0	 78.1	 78.3	 79.0	 79.0	 79.4	 (120)	
	
England & Wales	76.13	 76.4	 76.8	 77.2	 77.5	 77.8	 78.1	 	
	

	 2001-03	 02-04	 03-05	 04-06	 05-07	 06-08	 07-09	 07-09	
Females						            	Female Rankings	
Christchurch	 83.6	 83.3	 83.4	 84.4	 84.5	 84.9	 85.0	 (9)
East Dorset	 83.4	 83.9	 84.2	 84.8	 85.1	 85.2	 85.4	 (5)
North Dorset	 82.8	 82.9	 83.4	 83.8	 84.0	 84.2	 84.6	 (16)
Purbeck	 82.9	 82.9	 83.6	 83.7	 84.0	 84.0	 84.3	 (21)
West Dorset	 82.0	 82.1	 82.6	 83.1	 83.4	 83.9	 84.2	 (28)
Weymouth 
& Portland	 81.6	 81.7	 81.7	 82.1	 81.8	 82.1	 82.1	 (233)
								       Bournemouth	 81.5	 81.9	 81.8	 81.9	 82.1	 82.2	 82.6	 (173)
Poole	 82.1	 82.2	 82.5	 82.9	 83.4	 83.2	 83.5	 (90)
								      
England & Wales	 80.7	 80.8	 81.1	 81.5	 81.7	 82.0	 82.2	

	 Life Expectancy at Birth (years), 2001-2003 to 2007	-2009*	
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  Bracketed figures = L.A. Rankings (2007-2009) - these are from 1 (longest life expectancy) to 404 (shortest life expectancy) and are for UK as a whole (based on boundaries as of 2010).
 * Three-year rolling average, based on deaths registered in calendar years and mid-year population estimates.  Source: Office for National Statistics

Source: Office for National Statistics

	 Conceptions to women aged under 18

Male Life Expectancy (2007-2009)

Female Life Expectancy (2007-2009)

Chr
ist

ch
ur

ch

Chr
ist

ch
ur

ch
Ea

st
 D

or
se

t

Ea
st

 D
or

se
t

N
or

th
 D

or
se

t

N
or

th
 D

or
se

t
Pu

rb
ec

k

Pu
rb

ec
k

W
es

t D
or

se
t

W
es

t D
or

se
t

W
ey

m
ou

th
 &

Po
rtl

an
d

W
ey

m
ou

th
 &

Po
rtl

an
d

Male National AverageMale National Average

Bo
ur

ne
m

ou
th

Bo
ur

ne
m

ou
th

Po
ol

e
Po

ol
e

Ye
ar

s
Ye

ar
s

75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

78.178.1

Chr
ist

ch
ur

ch
Ea

st
 D

or
se

t
N

or
th

 D
or

se
t

Pu
rb

ec
k

W
es

t D
or

se
t

W
ey

m
ou

th
 &

Po
rtl

an
d

Female National Average

Bo
ur

ne
m

ou
th

Po
ol

e

Ye
ar

s

82.2

75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

What the table shows
•	 �Teenage conception rates are based on the total conceptions over 

a 3 year period. This is due to the fact that numbers are small and 
annual variations can appear quite large when expressed as a rate.

•	 �Rates of teenage conceptions in DCC Dorset are generally low. The 
exception is Weymouth & Portland Borough where the rate is slightly 
higher than the national average.

•	 �Between 2006-2008 and 2007-2009 there was a slight rise in the 
teenage conception rate across most of DCC Dorset, with the exception 
East Dorset district where the rate fell slightly.

•	 �Nationally there has been a slight fall in the teenage conception rate.

	 Teenage Conceptions

(p) 2007-09 figures are provisional			 
Source: Office for National Statistics & Teenage Pregnancy Unit (Department for Children, Schools and Families)			 

Conceptions to women aged under 18: area of usual residence 2006-08 and 2007-09

Region and Local Authority 2006-08 2007-09 (p)
Number of 

conceptions
Rate per  

1,000 women 
aged 15-17

% leading 
to 

abortion

Number of 
conceptions

Rate per 
1,000 women 

aged 15-17

% leading 
to abortion

England and Wales                   126,117 41.19 49.3  122,572 40.30 49
South West                          100,039 34.73 49.9  9,924 34.50 49
Bournemouth UA                      316 40.15 50.3  331 42.00 50
Poole UA                            283 34.86 48.1  286 36.00 50
DCC Dorset                              623 26.49 55.5  666 28.20 55
Christchurch                        74 32.61 68.9  77 33.10 70
East Dorset                         93 20.42 62.4  87 19.00 56
North Dorset                        74 17.45 59.5  94 21.70 57
Purbeck                             81 31.71 53.1  85 33.90 53
West Dorset                         133 21.28 56.4  140 22.50 55
Weymouth and Portland               168 46.05 44.6  183 50.70 46

40.3 England & Wales
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Deaths per 1,000 population, 2000 to 2010									       
	
	 2000	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Christchurch	 15.2	 15.4	 15.2	 15.9	 13.5	 13.9	 13.6	 14.2	 13.8	 12.9	 14.2
East Dorset	 12.9	 12.1	 12.0	 12.5	 11.0	 11.9	 11.2	 11.2	 11.9	 11.2	 11.1
North Dorset	 9.8	 10.2	 10.7	 10.3	 9.9	 10.6	 9.8	 9.7	 9.7	 9.4	 9.9
Purbeck	 11.7	 10.3	 11.8	 11.1	 11.5	 10.4	 11.1	 11.3	 10.5	 10.5	 10.1
West Dorset	 13.1	 13.4	 13.8	 13.8	 12.5	 13.1	 12.7	 12.4	 13.0	 13.0	 12.7
Weymouth & Portland	 12.8	 12.3	 12.8	 12.3	 11.0	 11.3	 11.3	 11.5	 12.2	 11.1	 11.4

Bournemouth	 14.4	 13.9	 13.6	 14.0	 12.6	 12.4	 12.0	 11.9	 12.3	 11.7	 11.9
Poole	 12.5	 10.8	 12.2	 12.1	 11.7	 11.4	 11.1	 11.1	 12.0	 10.8	 10.9

Dorset	 12.9	 12.4	 12.8	 12.8	 11.8	 12.0	 11.6	 11.6	 12.0	 11.4	 11.5
DCC Dorset	 12.5	 12.3	 12.7	 12.6	 11.5	 12.0	 11.6	 11.6	 11.9	 11.5	 11.6

England & Wales	 10.2	 10.2	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a	 9.3	 n/a	 8.9

DCC Dorset

England & Wales

%

Circulatory/Heart

Cancer

Respiratory

Other

Digestive
(inc. Liver Disease)

Mental & Behavioural Disorders

External Causes
(inc. Accidents)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

	 2000	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Christchurch	 672	 686	 685	 721	 615	 634	 625	 657	 645	 605	 670
East Dorset	 1,075	 1,019	 1,021	 1,065	 952	 1,030	 967	 981	 1,041	 982	 973
North Dorset	 599	 640	 666	 649	 627	 683	 636	 636	 637	 607	 639
Purbeck	 543	 481	 524	 489	 508	 461	 496	 510	 475	 476	 458
West Dorset	 1,199	 1,233	 1,290	 1,303	 1,188	 1,254	 1,215	 1,202	 1,252	 1,257	 1,225
Weymouth & Portland	 787	 777	 826	 789	 707	 728	 720	 734	 778	 706	 727

Bournemouth	 2,346	 2,273	 2,225	 2,253	 2,015	 1,996	 1,929	 1,946	 2,023	 1,928	 2,000
Poole	 1,761	 1,522	 1,684	 1,676	 1,611	 1,579	 1,545	 1,547	 1,689	 1,523	 1,544

Dorset	 8,982	 8,631	 8,921	 8,945	 8,223	 8,365	 8,133	 8,213	 8,540	 8,084	 8,236

DCC Dorset	 4,875	 4,836	 5,012	 5,016	 4,597	 4,790	 4,659	 4,720	 4,828	 4,633	 4,692

Deaths, all ages 2000-2010	

DASR <75s	

Directly age-
standardised rate, under 
75s only: a summary 
measure of death 
rates which permits 
comparisons between 
areas with differing 
age structures, based 
only on deaths of those 
under 75.
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	 Stroke DASR (<75’s) and C.I.s
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	 Coronary Heart Disease DASR (<75s) and C.I.s
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	 Cancer DASR (<75s) and C.I.s
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	 Circulatory Disease DASR (<75s) and C.I.s

Cause of Death, 2009 (% of Total )	

Source: National Centre for Health Outcomes Development (Clinical & Health Outcomes Knowledge Database) & Office for National StatisticsCause of death = as given in the death register and based on the doctor’s or coroner’s certificate of cause of death; this is known as ‘original’ cause of death.

	 England 	 DCC	 Bourne-	 Poole  
	 & Wales	 Dorset	 mouth UA	 UA
				  
Circulatory/Heart Diseases	 32.5	 33.6	 32.7	 33.7 
Neoplasms (Cancers)	 28.6	 29.5	 23.8	 27.4 
Respiratory Diseases	 13.7	 13.2	 13.6	 12.7 
Digestive Diseases (inc. Liver Disease)	 5.1	 4.8	 5.4	 4.3 
Mental and Behavioural Disorders	 3.7	 3.1	 5.4	 5.4 
External Causes (inc. Accidents,  
Assault & Self-Harm)	 3.6	 3.0	 3.7	 3.2 
Diseases of the Nervous System	 3.5	 4.2	 5.2	 4.1 
Genitourinary Diseases	 2.4	 1.8	 2.1	 2.7 
Ill Defined Causes	 1.9	 2.3	 3.3	 1.9 
Endocrine, Nutritional & Metabolic Diseases	 1.4	 1.3	 1.7	 1.4 
Certain Infectious/Parasitic Diseases (inc. Viral  
Hepatitus & Tuberculosis)	 1.2	 1.3	 1.2	 1.1 
Musculoskeletal Diseases 	 0.8	 0.9	 0.8	 0.6 
Skin Diseases	 0.4	 0.3	 0.4	 0.6 
Congenital & Chromosomal Abnormalities	 0.3	 0.1	 0.1	 0.3 
Blood Related Diseases 	 0.2	 0.3	 0.3	 0.1 
Other	 0.5	 0.3	 0.2	 0.5

Source: Office for National Statistics

Mortality, 2009

Coronary Heart Disease Circulatory Diseases Stroke All Cancers

Number of 
Deaths 

(Ages 1+)

DASR <75s 
(Pooled 

Average 2007-
2009)

Number of 
Deaths (Ages 

1+)

DASR <75s 
(Pooled 

Average 2007-
2009)

Number of 
Deaths (Ages 

1+)

DASR <75s 
(Pooled 

Average 2007-
2009)

Number of 
Deaths (Ages 

1+)

DASR <75s 
(Pooled 

Average 2007-
2009)

England & Wales  71,931 39.8  159,333 71.1  43,516 13.0  137,088 112.6
South West Region  7,419 31.9  17,202 58.6  5,171 11.0  14,479 102.7
Local Authorities:
Bournemouth  264 31.4  630 61.3  209 13.3  446 106.9
Poole  225 28.0  514 52.0  159 10.4  413 94.4
Christchurch  97 19.6  215 40.6  58 9.1  181 94.5
East Dorset  143 20.2  336 39.5  99 7.5  296 89.9
North Dorset  88 19.7  210 44.4  63 9.9  164 87.0
Purbeck  60 23.4  142 46.2  51 7.4  148 93.7
West Dorset  156 20.9  443 44.6  173 8.5  333 91.3
Weymouth & Portland  90 32.6  210 66.2  64 11.6  208 117.6

Source: National Centre for Health Outcomes Development (Clinical & Health Outcomes Knowledge Database) & Office for National Statistics
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Key Housing Statistics 2001 Census

Area

Estimate of 
total (net)

dwellings at 
March 2010*

2001 Total 
dwellings

Households 
with 

residents
Vacant 

properties

% of 
empty 
homes

Second/
holiday 
homes

% of 
second 

/holiday 
homes

Average 
household 

size

Christchurch 22,961 21,769 20,612 506 2.3 651 3.0 2.15

East Dorset 38,569 36,616 35,668 711 1.9 237 0.6 2.32

North Dorset 29,909 26,455 25,248 834 3.2 373 1.4 2.30

Purbeck 21,916 20,625 18,804 698 3.4 1,123 5.4 2.32

West Dorset 48,157 44,030 40,510 1,502 3.4 2,018 4.6 2.21

Weymouth & Portland 31,113 28,570 27,156 877 3.1 537 1.9 2.26

DCC Dorset 192,625 178,065 167,998 5,128 2.9 4,939 2.8 2.15

Poole 66,461 61,623 59,047 1,465 2.4 1,111 1.8 2.30

Bournemouth 86,254 76,825 72,212 3,027 3.9 1,586 2.1 2.19

Dorset 345,340 316,513 299,257 9,620 3.0 7,636 2.4 2.25

SW Region - 2,185,966 2,085,984 61,601 2.8 38,381 1.8 2.31

England and Wales - 22,538,641 21,660,475 727,448 3.2 150,718 0.7 2.36

Source: 2001 Census & DCC				  
* Estimate comprises 2001 Census figures plus (net) housing completions 2001/2, to 2009/10	  	

Health/Sport	 Dorset Data Book 2011

Residential Development Commitment, March 2010
Residential units with planning permission or allocated in local plans

Commitment at 31 March 
2010
in residential units

Large Sites 
(with planning 

permission)

Small Sites 
(with planning 

permission)

All Sites (with 
planning 

permission)

Allocated All Available

Christchurch 365 98 463 15 478

East Dorset 515 159 674 123 797

North Dorset 1,319 112 1,431 180 1,611

Purbeck 225 87 312 30 342

West Dorset 1,471 252 1,723 1,916 3,639

Weymouth and Portland 1,072 317 1,389 265 1,654

DCC Dorset Total 4,967 1,025 5,992 2,529 8,521

Source: Dorset County Council, NET figures

Note: Figures in dwelling units. “Large Sites” are those which could accommodate 5 units or more, “Small Sites” under 5 units. Figures are for 31 March.

2009/10

39%
61%

Recommended Amount of
3 x 30 minutes per week  23.2%

Less than 
Recommended Amount  28.0%

No Sports or Active
Recreation Participation 48.8%

DCC Dorset  
Adult participation in sports and active recreation, 2008/09

Christchurch East Dorset North Dorset Purbeck West Dorset Weymouth &
Portland

DCC Dorset England

76.9%
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40%

50%

60%
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90%
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75.5%

49.9%

71.8%
77.9%

74.0% 71.3%
68.4%

	 Percentage of adults satisfied with local sports provision, 2008/09

Percentage of respondents who claimed to undertake 30 minutes moderate physical activity at least 3 days per week - 2008/09 
Christchurch East Dorset North Dorset Purbeck West Dorset Weymouth & 

Portland
DCC Dorset England

All 21.0% 23.4% 24.3% 24.3% 22.6% 23.4% 23.2% 21.6%
By Gender:
Male 22.6% 24.2% 27.5% 25.9% 21.8% 27.9% 24.9% 24.8%
Female 19.6% 22.6% 21.3% 22.7% 23.3% 18.9% 21.7% 18.6%
By Age Group:
16-34 29.6% 23.3% 39.6% 41.5% 53.8% 32.7% 37.5% -
35-54 31.7% 34.4% 30.0% 29.5% 21.7% 25.7% 28.3% -
55 and over 12.2% 16.6% 11.8% 11.9% 12.1% 16.1% 13.6% -
By Ethnicity:
White 20.3% 21.8% 24.9% 24.3% 22.9% 23.2% 22.9% 22.0%
Non white 48.0% 100.0% 0.0% 13.4% 0.0% 63.5% 40.9% 18.6%
By Limiting/Non-Limiting Disability:
Limiting disability 6.2% 14.7% 9.8% 8.3% 7.3% 7.9% 9.3% 8.7%
No limiting disability 24.6% 25.4% 27.3% 27.4% 26.8% 27.4% 26.5% 24.0%
Source: Sport England  - Active People Survey 3 (October 2008 - October 2009)

Development FAQ’s

Annual average number of 
dwellings (net) built in DCC 
Dorset over the last decade

1,613

Number of dwellings (net) built 
in DCC Dorset in 2009/10

822

Amount of residential 
development built on brownfield 
land (2009/10)

82%

Amount of residential 
development built on greenfield 
land (2009/10)

18%

Percentage of residential 
completions that are between 
30-50 dwellings per hectare 
1994-99 average

20.05%

Percentage of residential 
completions that are between 
30-50 dwellings per hectare 
2005-10 average

25.5%

Percentage of all residential 
development built in towns 
(1994-2010)

75%

Percentage of all residential 
development built in villages 
(1994-2010)

24%

Percentage of all residential 
development built in the 
countryside(1994-2010)

1%

Dwelling Completions - DCC Dorset 2nd Homes in Dorset - 2011 Council Tax 
Register (Based on those claiming 2nd home discount 
on council tax)

dwellings 2nd homes % 2nd homes

DCC Dorset                              193,544 6,585 3.4

Christchurch                        23,149 754 3.3

East Dorset                         38,940 280 0.7

North Dorset                        30,181 466 1.5

Purbeck                             21,883 1,599 7.3

West Dorset                         48,759 2,571 5.3

Weymouth and 
Portland               

30,632 915 3.0

Source: Dorset District / Borough CouncilsSatisfaction with local sports provision (all adults) - 2008/09
Christchurch East Dorset North Dorset Purbeck West Dorset Weymouth & 

Portland
DCC Dorset England

All 76.9% 75.5% 49.9% 71.8% 77.9% 74.0% 71.3% 68.4%
By Gender:
Male 70.4% 73.8% 47.3% 71.7% 78.4% 73.1% 69.7% 68.3%
Female 82.6% 77.0% 52.7% 72.0% 77.4% 74.8% 73.0% 68.5%
By Age Group:
16-34 68.6% 74.7% 54.5% 61.6% 74.3% 77.1% 69.2% -
35-54 76.0% 72.8% 45.4% 68.6% 74.9% 64.7% 66.9% -
55 and over 81.3% 77.6% 51.4% 80.5% 81.6% 79.1% 75.9% -
By Ethnicity:
White 78.2% 75.6% 49.3% 71.9% 78.4% 74.0% 71.6% 69.0%
Non white 31.1% 70.6% 79.1% 44.5% 38.4% 54.5% 57.1% 63.5%
By Limiting/Non-Limiting Disability:
Limiting disability 72.8% 70.6% 39.2% 81.0% 65.7% 75.3% 66.6% 64.8%
No limiting disability 77.7% 76.4% 52.0% 70.3% 81.1% 73.6% 72.4% 69.0%
Source: Sport England  - Active People Survey 3 (October 2008 - October 2009)
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		 Detached (£)	 Sales	 Semi-Det (£)	 Sales	 Terraced (£)	 Sales	 Flat/Mais (£)	 Sales	 Overall (£)	 Sales		
 
DCC Dorset	 2010	 343,567	 676	 220,565	 295	 207,967	 394	 158,886	 241	 259,987	 1,606
Jul-Sept	 2009 	 319,733	 825	 212,592	 367	 199,035	 431	 154,686	 304	 246,295	 1,927
	 2008	 352,613	 542	 231,223	 219	 201,069	 284	 169,226	 245	 263,812	 1,290
	 2007	 371,302	 1,093	 249,860	 520	 201,730	 627	 176,845	 487	 271,325	 2,727	
	 2006	 325,052	 1,178	 221,339	 499	 193,913	 625	 159,675	 496	 247,946	 2,798		
	 2005	 313,517	 907	 208,764	 475	 177,645	 622	 148,804	 400	 230,257	 2,404
 	 2004	 311,404	 1,271	 204,892	 567	 169,826	 705	 150,795	 464	 233,343	 3,007		
	 2003	 269,616	 1,112	 172,272	 480	 151,034	 628	 135,156	 366	 203,720	 2,586	
	 2002	 250,635	 1,389	 150,116	 614	 125,717	 847	 113,799	 498	 180,244	 3,348	
	 2001	 206,419	 1,450	 124,648	 654	 101,259	 841	 90,204	 530	 147,854	 3,475	
	
House Prices and Sales July-Sept 2010
Christchurch                    £344,120	 97	 £287,559	 42	 £245,863	 50	 £174,965	 58	 £274,892	 247
East Dorset	 £353,671	 270	 £235,402	 56	 £242,241	 29	 £187,202	 60	 £305,857	 415
North Dorset                   	£364,665	 145	 £212,696	 82	 £201,662	 98	 £127,310	 22	 £267,669	 347
Purbeck	 £356,774	 68	 £266,145	 20	 £221,611	 45	 £232,894	 29	 £285,864	 162
West Dorset	 £352,811	 168	 £239,295	 92	 £228,414	 123	 £163,800	 47	 £272,281	 430
Weymouth & Portland	 £299,281	 69	 £206,028	 34	 £189,028	 104	 £150,851	 58	 £211,561	 265 
DCC Dorset	 £349,976	 817	 £236,332	 326	 £215,606	 449	 £172,930	 274	 £271,792	 1,866

	 Housing Completions, 1999-2010

What the table shows

• �16,206 new dwellings have been built in 
DCC Dorset over the last 10 years.

• �Development rates are averaging just over 
1,620 units a year.

• �Over the last decade 16% of new housing 
has been ‘affordable housing’.

	 Housing Development

What the table shows

• �Over the last 12 years, over 63% of 
development has taken place on 
brownfield sites.

• �Proportions of brownfield/greenfield 
building vary each year depending which 
actual development sites are being 
worked on at any one time.

• �Current development commitment would 
suggest a swing towards more building on 
previously developed land.

• �Current development commitment 
includes some historical allocations of 
greenfield sites, but more recent plans 
and policies are promoting brownfield 
rather than greenfield releases.

• �Windfall sites (sites not identified in plans) 
will be on brownfield land.

	 Where are we building?

Local Authority	  99/00	 00/01	 01/02	 02/03	 03/04	 04/05	 05/06	 06/07	 07/08	 08/09	 09/10

Affordable Housing
Christchurch	 18	 32	 0	 0	 62	 0	 16	 7	 81	 51	 26
East Dorset	 10	 30	 40	 6	 66	 17	 11	 0	 0	 17	 -3
North Dorset	 73	 26	 107	 64	 85	 71	 118	 32	 25	 70	 56
Purbeck	 22	 14	 2	 7	 23	 0	 17	 21	 48	 58	 22
West Dorset	 53	 45	 72	 37	 21	 46	 70	 64	 42	 96	 58
Weymouth & Portland	 70	 40	 0	 40	 41	 15	 115	 53	 100	 46	 29 
DCC Dorset 	 246	 187	 221	 154	 298	 149	 347	 177	 296	 338	 188

Private Housing
Christchurch	 107	 70	 147	 84	 156	 92	 116	 121	 109	 50	 76
East Dorset	 294	 329	 458	 251	 263	 211	 162	 128	 163	 99	 73
North Dorset	 270	 300	 408	 381	 508	 423	 437	 238	 169	 137	 151
Purbeck	 90	 97	 91	 108	 68	 88	 144	 166	 161	 136	 141
West Dorset	 506	 445	 487	 507	 473	 490	 493	 454	 303	 287	 146
Weymouth & Portland	 222	 150	 260	 215	 324	 275	 245	 135	 179	 364	 121	
DCC Dorset 	 1,489	 1,391	 1,851	 1,546	 1,792	 1,579	 1,597	 1,242	 1,084	 1,073	 768

All Housing										        
Christchurch	 125	 102	 147	 84	 218	 92	 132	 128	 190	 101	 102
East Dorset	 304	 359	 498	 257	 329	 228	 173	 128	 163	 116	 70
North Dorset	 343	 326	 515	 445	 593	 494	 555	 270	 194	 207	 192
Purbeck	 112	 111	 93	 115	 91	 88	 161	 187	 209	 194	 164
West Dorset	 559	 490	 559	 544	 494	 536	 563	 518	 345	 383	 204
Weymouth & Portland	 292	 190	 260	 255	 365	 290	 360	 188	 279	 410	 150
DCC Dorset 	 1,735	 1,578	 2,072	 1,700	 2,090	 1,728	 1,944	 1,419	 1,380	 1,411	 882

Source: Dorset County Council 
NET figures

	 Average Price and Volume of Sales by District

Source: Land Registry

	 Dorset housing affordability 2010

Ratio of house price to earnings, 2010
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In order to measure affordability, the ratio of house prices at the lower quartile (the 
value below which the lowest 25% of house prices fall) to individual earnings at the lower 
quartile (taken from the Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings 2010 – ASHE1) is given. This 
method is more appropriate than many others for measuring affordability based on the 
assumption that it will be mostly young people, who are likely to have lower than average 
earnings and be looking for lower priced houses, entering the housing market.  For 2010, 
the lower quartile house prices in England were over 6.5 times greater than the lower 
quartile individual earnings.  The ratio in the South West was greater at 8.17 and DCC 
was greater still with lower quartile house prices more than ten times the lower quartile 
individual earnings.

In the BDP area, Bournemouth had the most affordable houses with the lowest ratio of 
lower quartile house prices to lower quartile earnings at 8.55 – still considerably above the 
national average.  DCC Dorset had the highest ratio of 10.33 and Poole’s ratio in 2010 
was 9.55.  Within DCC Dorset, the ratio of lower quartile house prices to lower quartile 
earnings ranged from 8.69 in Weymouth & Portland to 11.83 in East Dorset.  Other than 
North Dorset and   Weymouth & Portland, all the districts in DCC Dorset had ratios where 
lower quartile house prices were more than ten times the lower quartile earnings.  The 
ratios of all the DCC Dorset districts, along with Bournemouth, Poole and the County level 
as a whole, are greater than the ratio for the South West and England. 

Between 2009 and 2010 the ratio of house prices and earnings at the lower quartile 
in England increased by 0.41.  The ratio in the South West increased by 0.54.  Within 
the BDP area, the ratio for Poole increased the most, with a difference between 2010 
and 2009 of 1.11.  The ratios in DCC Dorset and Bournemouth also increased by 1.03 
and 0.44 respectively.  Within the County, Purbeck had the largest increase in the ratio 
between lower quartile house prices and earnings of 2.9 and West Dorset had the 

Greenfield/Brownfield Residential Development (percentages)

Completed 
1994 - 2010

With 
Consent Allocated

All 
Commitment

Christchurch Brownfield 82.9 79.0 37.5 77.9

Greenfield 17.1 21.0 62.5 22.1

East Dorset Brownfield 60.0 91.8 12.2 81.2

Greenfield 40.0 8.2 87.8 18.8

North Dorset Brownfield 42.6 50.2 0.0 44.8

Greenfield 57.4 49.8 100.0 55.2

Purbeck Brownfield 74.9 80.9 0.0 74.7

Greenfield 25.1 19.1 100.0 25.3

West Dorset Brownfield 60.7 64.5 22.0 42.3

Greenfield 39.3 35.5 78.0 57.7

Weymouth & 
Portland

Brownfield 83.9 98.4 43.8 89.7

Greenfield 16.1 1.6 56.2 10.3

DCC Dorset Brownfield 63.5 74.4 22.2 59.5

Greenfield 36.5 25.6 77.8 40.5

Source: Dorset County Council

The Information above is based on the housing land availability situation throughout Dorset  
at 31 March 2010 and, as such, the allocated sites in the Deposit Local Plan have been 
included. The same applies to other local plans where modification has been proposed  
or adopted after this date.

	 Residential Development Density (five year rolling average � 
	 1995/00 to 2005/10)

Source: Dorset County Council
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smallest increase of 0.51. The increase in the ratios suggests that house 
prices are increasing at a faster rate than earnings and that houses became 
less affordable in 2010, compared to 2009.  The fact that house prices 
increased in 2009-2010 is encouraging for the housing market.  However, 
with earnings not growing at the same rate, (probably due to the current 
economic climate), and with local pay below the  national level on average, 
further increase in house prices will only make it more  difficult for local 
people to buy their own home in this area.

1 Data should be treated with caution as the Annual Survey of Hours and 
Earnings is a sample survey with low group sample size.

20
10
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North Dorset District

East Dorset District

Weymouth & Portland

Purbeck District

Christchurch

Totals

	 Number of Town Councils, 		
	 Parish Councils, Parish 		
	 Meetings in Dorset – 2011

District/Borough/Unitary 
Councils

Borough of Poole

Borough of Poole, 
Civic Centre, Poole, BH15 2RU 
01202 633633

138 	 named parishes

	 6 	 have Town Councils

	114 	 have a Parish Council

	 18	 have a Parish Meeting
		  (5 are inactive)

28 	named parishes

	 3 	 have Town Councils

	 23 	 have a Parish Council

	 2	 have a Parish Meeting
		  (1 is inactive)

74 	named parishes

	 5 	 have Town Councils

	 57 	 have a Parish Council

	 12	 have a Parish Meeting

1 	named parish

	 1 	 is a Town Council

27 	named parishes

	 3 	 have Town Councils

	 19 	 have a Parish Council

		  (1 is inactive)

	 5	 have a Parish Meeting
		

2 	named parishes

	 2 	 have Parish Councils

270 	 total named parishes

West Dorset District

Christchurch Borough Council

Civic Offices 
Bridge Street, Christchurch, 
Dorset, BH23 1AZ 
01202 495000

East Dorset District Council

Furzehill, Wimborne 
Dorset, BH21 1LT   
01202 886201

North Dorset District Council

Nordon, Salisbury Road  
Blandford Forum 
Dorset, DT11 7LL  
01258 454111

Purbeck District Council 

Westport House 
Worgret Road, Wareham 
Dorset, BH20 4PP  
01929 556561

West Dorset District Council

Stratton House 
58/60 High West Street, 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1UZ  
01305 251010

Weymouth and Portland

Council Offices 
North Quay, Weymouth, 
Dorset, DT4 8TA 
01305 838000

Bournemouth Borough Council

Town Hall, Bourne Avenue, 
Bournemouth, BH2 6DY 
01202 451451

West

North
East

Purbeck

West

North
East

Purbeck

Affpuddle and Tuners
Puddle
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What the table shows	

DCC Dorset has around 20,415 businesses, 
not including the self-employed.		
			 

93% of DCC Dorset’s firms are ‘small’ with 
fewer than 20 employees, marginally above 
the national and regional averages.	
				  

Similarly, the percentage of micro firms, 
those with fewer than ten employees, is just 
above the national and regional level in DCC 
Dorset.				  
	

Within DCC Dorset, North Dorset and East 
Dorset in particular have above average 
proportions of small and micro firms.	
				  

DCC Dorset has only about 50 firms 
employing 250 or more people.  These are 
largely in West Dorset, East Dorset and 
North Dorset.			 
		

	 Big or Small Firms?

In economic data, the term ‘Dorset sub-region’ refers to Bournemouth, 
DCC Dorset and Poole  - the former County.	 Dorset sub-region

Source:  UK Business: Activity, Size and Location 2010, ONS		

Area	 Small firms 	 Medium firms 	 Large firms 	 All firms	 Micro firms  
	 (0-19	 (20-249	 (250+		  (1-10 
	 employees)	 employees)	 employees)		  employees)	
 
Great Britain	 91.1%	 8.5%	 0.5%	 2,489,960	 82.7%

South West	 91.7%	 7.9%	 0.4%	 239,425	 83.5%

Dorset sub-region 	 91.9%	 7.8%	 0.3%	 33,550	 84.3%

Bournemouth UA	 90.5%	 9.1%	 0.4%	 6,840	 82.2%

Poole UA	 90.3%	 9.1%	 0.6%	 6,295	 82.8%

DCC Dorset	 92.9%	 6.9%	 0.2%	 20,415	 85.4%

Christchurch	 90.7%	 9.1%	 0.3%	 1,980	 81.8%

East Dorset	 93.5%	 6.3%	 0.2%	 4,630	 86.6%

North Dorset	 94.1%	 5.6%	 0.3%	 3,585	 87.9%

Purbeck	 91.9%	 7.9%	 0.2%	 2,220	 84.7%

West Dorset	 93.3%	 6.5%	 0.3%	 5,875	 85.7%

Weymouth and Portland	 91.3%	 8.5%	 0.2%	 2,125	 82.1%

* Businesses registered for VAT and/or PAYE

	 Size of Firms 2010*

	 Key Statistics for Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole

DCC Dorset Bournemouth Poole Dorset sub-region South East South West Great Britain

1. Employees in employment 
  (2009)

Total 156,200 71,000 76,100 303,400 3,652,600 2,269,600 26,206,100

In manufacturing 17,600 (11%) 1,900 (3%) 10,500 
(14%)

30,100 (10%) 260,100 
(7%)

222,800 
(10%)

2,358,400 
(9%)

In service sector 127,800 (82%) 66,400 (93%) 61,200 
(80%)

255,300 (84%) 3,126,800 
(86%)

1,884,000 
(83%)

22,060,800 
(84%)

2. Claimant unemployment 
    2010 average

Number 4,273 3,793 2,124 10,191 140,484 84,355 1,445,870

Rate (% of working age 
residents)

1.8 3.5 2.4 2.4 2.6 2.6 3.7

% long term 
unemployed (>12 mths)

10.5 12.1 11.6 11.3 15.9 12.9 17.0

3. GVA (£ per resident head)  
   2008

£14,983 Bmth & Poole 
£20,732

Bmth & 
Poole 

£20,732

£17,858 (est) £21,681 £18,682 UK £21,103

4. Median gross weekly earnings 
   of full time employees, 2010

- workplace based £435 £426 £465 £441 £524 £460 £500

% of GB 87% 85% 93% 88% 105% 92% 100%

- residence based £460 £460 £436 £459 £548 £468 £502

% of GB 92% 92% 87% 92% 109% 93% 100%

5. Gross disposable household 
    income 2009

£ per head £16,397 Bmth & Poole 
£16,239

Bmth & 
Poole 

£16,239

Dorset & 
Somerset 

£15,881

£17,292 £15,140 England 
£15,545

Index UK =100 106.9 Bmth & Poole 
105.9

Bmth & 
Poole 
105.9

Dorset & 
Somerset 

103.6

112.8 98.7 England 
101.4

6. Economic activity rate
% of all resident 
population aged 16-64

76.1% 76.7% 79.5% 76.9% 79.3% 78.5% 76.2%

7. Business demography 2009
Enterprise count 18,110 6,530 6,250 30,890 375,595 207,060 2,282,200

Business birth rate 8.4% 9.7% 8.7% 8.7% 9.7% 8.7% 10.2%

8. Skills and qualifications
% of all of working 
aged 16-64 with 
NVQ3 or above

54.9 52.9 48.5 53.1 53.8 53.3 51.0

 5+ GCSEs or 
equivalent grades 
A*-C inc maths/English 
2009/10 (15 yr olds) 

na 52.9% 53.7% na 57.5% 55.4% England 
55.1%

9. Micro firms (<10 employees)

Number 17,440 5,625 5,210 28,275 332,230 199,860 2,060,260

% of all firms 85.4 82.2 82.8 84.3 84.2 83.5 82.7

Number 50 25 35 110 1,510 875 11,540

9. Firms with 250+ employees
9. All firms

% of all firms 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5

All firms 20,415 6,840 6,295 33,550 394,505 239,425 2,489,960

Sources: 1. Business Register and Employment Survey, 2009 (ONS)  2. Claimant unemployment data, ONS  3. GVA at current basic prices data 2008 (ONS)  4. Annual Survey of 
Hours and Earnings, 2010 (ONS)  5. GDHI data, ONS 2010  6. Annual Population Survey, Jan10-Dec10 (ONS)   7. Business demography data 2009 (ONS)  8. For NVQs - Annual 
Population Survey, Jan10-Dec10 (ONS)  8. For GCSEs - Department for Children, Schools and Families 2010, residence based 9.UK Business: Activity, Size and Location 2010, ONS 
(local units PAYE/VAT registered)

Employment in agriculture and horticulture, 2010

Farmers Managers Workers 

full time

Workers

part time

Casual 
workers

Total 
workforce

England 170,500 10,700 47,200 27,600 37,200 170,500 122,700 293,200
South East (incl. London) 20,300 2,300 9,300 4,700 9,600 20,300 25,900 46,200
South West 41,400 1,500 7,700 6,000 4,400 41,400 19,600 61,100
Dorset sub-region 3,600 300 1,200 600 300 3,600 2,400 6,000
Source:  June Survey of Agriculture and Horticulture 2010, DEFRA

Other farmers 
employees

Employment in agriculture and horticulture

About 2,400 employees in employment work directly in agriculture and horticulture in DCC Dorset.  This is just under two per cent of employees in employment, a 
higher percentage than regionally or nationally. In addition, the sub-region has a further 3,600 self-employed farmers.	

Source:  June Survey of Agriculture and Horticulture, 2010, DEFRA and Business Register and Employment Survey 2009, ONS
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Number of employees in employment and as a percentage of total employment, 2009- by area and industrial sector

Area Total Agriculture, 
forestry and 

fishing

Mining and 
quarrying

 Manufacturing Construction Motor trades Wholesale Retail Transportation 
and storage

% % % % % % % % %
Great Britain 26,206,100 204,000 1 321,500 1 2,358,400 9 1,261,400 5 438,100 2 1,062,000 4 2,747,800 10 1,212,100 5 1,763,800 7
South West 2,269,600 23,500 1 27,500 1 222,800 10 111,800 5 43,300 2 88,900 4 265,800 12 100,900 4 187,100 8
Dorset sub-region 305,600 2,400 1 2,800 1 30,100 10 15,000 5 5,400 2 11,300 4 37,700 12 11,100 4 28,600 9
Bournemouth 71,000 0 0 400 1 1,900 3 2,400 3 900 1 1,500 2 10,800 15 2,400 3 9,000 13
Poole 76,100 0 0 900 1 10,500 14 3,500 5 1,700 2 3,800 5 8,300 11 2,600 3 4,700 6
DCC Dorset 158,500 2,400 2 1,600 1 17,600 11 9,100 6 2,800 2 6,100 4 18,500 12 6,200 4 14,900 9
Christchurch 18,800 200 1 100 1 2,400 13 1,000 5 500 3 900 5 2,400 13 1,500 8 1,800 9
East Dorset 30,100 300 1 400 1 4,400 15 2,200 7 800 3 2,300 8 3,300 11 1,100 4 1,800 6
North Dorset 23,700 700 3 200 1 2,800 12 1,700 7 400 2 1,100 5 2,800 12 1,000 4 1,500 6
Purbeck 18,000 200 1 400 2 2,500 14 1,100 6 200 1 300 1 1,400 8 500 3 2,400 13
West Dorset 47,200 900 2 400 1 4,600 10 2,300 5 800 2 1,200 3 5,500 12 1,100 2 3,900 8
Weymouth & 
Portland

20,700 0 0 200 1 900 4 800 4 100 1 300 1 3,200 15 900 4 3,500 17

Area  Information 
and 

communication

Financial and 
insurance

Property Professional, 
scientific and 

technical

Business 
administration

and
support  
services

Public 
administration 

and defence

Education Health Arts, 
entertainment 
and recreation

Service sector

% % % % % % % % % %
Great Britain 972,500 4 1,034,600 4 398,100 2 1,824,600 7 2,021,000 8 1,484,600 6 2,490,800 10 3,425,300 13 1,185,600 5 22,060,800 84
South West 64,800 3 81,100 4 26,800 1 131,400 6 147,100 6 123,200 5 215,000 9 305,400 13 103,200 5 1,884,000 83
Dorset sub-region 7,100 2 14,400 5 3,700 1 15,200 5 14,000 5 18,500 6 29,100 10 45,100 15 14,200 5 255,300 84
Bournemouth 2,000 3 8,100 11 900 1 3,400 5 3,900 5 3,300 5 6,200 9 11,000 16 3,100 4 66,400 93
Poole 2,000 3 4,300 6 800 1 2,800 4 3,500 5 4,400 6 6,600 9 12,600 17 3,200 4 61,200 80
DCC Dorset 3,100 2 1,900 1 2,000 1 9,000 6 6,600 4 10,800 7 16,300 10 21,500 14 8,000 5 127,800 81
Christchurch 600 3 200 1 300 1 1,200 6 700 4 600 3 1,400 8 2,100 11 900 5 15,100 80
East Dorset 800 3 600 2 500 2 1,700 6 1,600 5 1,100 4 2,500 8 3,500 12 1,500 5 22,900 76
North Dorset 500 2 300 1 200 1 1,000 4 600 3 1,700 7 3,400 15 2,500 11 1,200 5 18,300 77
Purbeck 300 2 100 1 200 1 1,100 6 1,400 8 1,500 8 1,600 9 1,400 8 1,400 8 13,800 76
West Dorset 800 2 500 1 700 1 2,000 4 1,800 4 4,400 9 4,500 10 9,600 20 2,100 5 39,000 82
Weymouth & 
Portland

200 1 200 1 200 1 2,100 10 600 3 1,500 7 2,800 14 2,400 11 900 4 18,800 91

Employment	 Dorset Data Book 2011 Dorset Data Book 2011	 Employment

What the table below shows:				  
•	� DCC Dorset has about 18,110 active businesses (registered for VAT or 

PAYE).	
•	 There was a net gain loss of around 260 firms over the year. 
•	� The business birth rate was 8.4% in 2009 - below the national average and 

much in line with the regional average.			
•	� However, the five year business survival rate is above average in DCC Dorset  

at 53% compared with 47% nationally.					   
	

Source:  Business demography: enterprise births and deaths 2009, Office for National Statistics

	 Business demography: enterprise births and deaths 2009

What the table below shows
Employment in DCC Dorset is largely service sector based, much in line with GB as 
a whole. Within DCC Dorset, Weymouth & Portland has a particularly high level of 
service based employment. Bournemouth also has above average employment in 
the service sector. Poole and DCC Dorset have employment levels in manufacturing 
above the regional and national averages.  
 
Within DCC Dorset, manufacturing employment is highest in East Dorset, Purbeck 
and Christchurch. Weymouth & Portland also has the highest percentage of 
employees working in professional, scientific and technical activities.
Public sector employment is highest in West Dorset.

Employment by sector in DCC Dorset, 2009 (amalgamated sectors)

	 Employment Sectors

Business demography: 
enterprise births and 
deaths, 2009

Count Births 2009 Deaths 2009 Business birth 
rate (%)

Births per 10k 
pop

Births per 10k 
working age pop

Great Britain 2,282,200 232,080 273,710 10.2% 38.7 62.5

    South West 207,060 17,945 22,530 8.7% 34.3 57.6

            Christchurch 1,945 170 230 8.7% 36.2 72.2

            East Dorset 4,510 375 430 8.3% 42.8 82.3

            North Dorset 2,970 220 285 7.4% 34.2 63.5

            Purbeck 2,015 165 190 8.2% 36.5 65.6

            West Dorset 4,730 390 430 8.2% 40.4 77.7

            Weymouth & Portland 1,940 200 215 10.3% 31.4 54.1

        Bournemouth UA 6,530 635 895 9.7% 38.5 61.8

        DCC Dorset 18,110 1,520 1,780 8.4% 37.6 70.3

        Poole UA 6,250 545 880 8.7% 38.6 66.3

        Dorset Sub-Region 30,890 2,700 3,555 8.7% 38.0 67.3

Source:  Business demography: enterprise births and deaths 2009, Office for National Statistics

Business survival rates, 2009

% of births surviving after

1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years

Great Britain 94 79 65 55 47

South West 95 81 69 58 50

DCC Dorset 95 82 71 61 53

Bournemouth UA 95 83 67 55 47

Poole UA 94 78 67 58 51

Business survival rates, 2009

Source: ONS.
Figures rounded to the nearest 100	 .  
Figures refer to people who work in the area but are not necessarily resident there.

Accommodation 
and food service

5%  Other services

11% Manufacturing

6%  Construction

17%  Distribution

4% Transport & storage (inc postage)

10%  Accommodation and food service activities

14%  Business services & finance

31% Public admin, ed, health

3%  Primary (inc agriculture)
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‘Headline gross value added (GVA) per head by NUTS3 area at current basic prices 2002 to 2008

£ per resident head 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2008 
Indexed to 

UK = 100

UK 16,135 17,044 17,896 18,538 19,538 20,525 21,103 100.0

England 16,223 17,160 18,020 18,589 19,539 20,558 21,049 102.0

South East 17,113 18,075 18,955 19,509 20,427 21,327 21,681 105.6

South West 14,572 15,434 16,213 16,682 17,491 18,289 18,682 91.0

Bournemouth & Poole 14,750 15,704 16,720 17,711 18,968 20,105 20,732 100.9

DCC Dorset 11,230 11,755 12,545 13,109 13,920 14,628 14,983 72.9

Source:  Office for National Statistics

Dorset Data Book 2011	 Employment

	 Annual rate (%)	 Monthly rate (%) - 	 No. of 
	 averaged	 last six months	 claim- 
	 over the year		  ants
	

	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010	 Jan-11	 Feb-11	 Mar-11	 Apr-11	May-11	 Jun-11	

Great Britain	 2.6	 2.5	 2.4	 2.2	 2.2	 2.4	 2.2	 2.3	 3.8	 3.7	 3.7	 3.8	 3.8	 3.7	 3.7	 3.7	 1,434,373

South West	 1.7	 1.6	 1.6	 1.3	 1.3	 1.5	 1.3	 1.4	 2.8	 2.6	 2.6	 2.7	 2.7	 2.6	 2.5	 2.4	 80,096

Dorset sub-region	 1.4	 1.2	 1.1	 1.0	 1.1	 1.3	 1.0	 1.2	 2.5	 2.4	 2.4	 2.5	 2.4	 2.2	 2.1	 2.1	 8,873

Bournemouth	 2.2	 1.9	 1.7	 1.5	 1.7	 1.9	 1.6	 1.8	 3.5	 3.5	 3.5	 3.7	 3.6	 3.4	 3.3	 3.3	 3,529

Poole	 1.1	 1.1	 1.1	 0.9	 0.9	 1.1	 1.0	 1.2	 2.7	 2.4	 2.4	 2.5	 2.4	 2.2	 2.1	 2.1	 1,810

DCC Dorset	 1.1	 1.0	 0.9	 0.8	 0.9	 1.0	 0.8	 0.9	 2.0	 1.8	 1.9	 1.9	 1.8	 1.6	 1.6	 1.5	 3,534				  
													           

Christchurch	 1.2	 1.1	 1.0	 0.9	 1.0	 1.1	 0.9	 1.1	 2.4	 2.1	 2.1	 2.1	 2.1	 1.9	 1.7	 1.7	 441

East Dorset	 0.8	 0.8	 0.8	 0.7	 0.7	 0.7	 0.6	 0.7	 1.8	 1.5	 1.5	 1.5	 1.4	 1.3	 1.3	 1.2	 596

North Dorset	 0.7	 0.7	 0.6	 0.7	 0.7	 0.8	 0.6	 0.7	 1.7	 1.4	 1.4	 1.6	 1.5	 1.3	 1.3	 1.3	 486

Purbeck	 0.8	 0.8	 0.7	 0.6	 0.6	 0.8	 0.6	 0.8	 1.9	 1.8	 2.0	 2.0	 1.8	 1.6	 1.5	 1.4	 390

West Dorset	 0.9	 0.8	 0.8	 0.7	 0.7	 0.9	 0.8	 0.8	 1.5	 1.4	 1.5	 1.5	 1.5	 1.3	 1.3	 1.2	 675

Weymouth & Portland	 1.9	 1.7	 1.6	 1.4	 1.5	 2.0	 1.6	 1.7	 3.0	 3.0	 3.4	 3.3	 2.9	 2.6	 2.5	 2.4	 946

		

Note: Rates for 2010 onwards are calculated using the mid-2009 resident population aged 16-64.

Source: Office for National Statistics, claimant count data (NOMIS)
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What the table shows
• Earnings data relate to the gross pay of employees 	
	 on adult rates before tax, National Insurance or 	
	 other deductions.			 

• “Workplace based” means the earnings of people 	
	 who work in an area but don’t necessarily live there.  	
	 This is best used when looking at the economy as it 	
	 shows what businesses actually pay.

• “Residence based” means the earnings of people 	
	 who live in the area but don’t necessarily work 	
	 there.				  

• The median measure is preferred to the mean as it 	
	 is less affected by extreme values.  The median is 	
	 the mid-point value.			 

• In DCC Dorset, residence based earnings 		
	 continue to be higher than workplace 		
	 based earnings, probably as a result of people 	
	 living here but commuting outside the county for 	
	 higher paid work.				  

• Purbeck is the exception in the county with 	
	 workplace earnings above residence based 	
	 earnings.
Note:  the ASHE is a sample survey and the findings are 
subject to sampling error.	

	 Earnings

What the table shows
•	In line with national and 		
	 regional trends, unemployment 	
	 in DCC Dorset is higher than it 	
	 was ten years ago but has fallen 	
	 in the last year, which reflects 		
	 the current economic climate.	

 
•	�Unemployment is highest in the 

urban areas, such as Weymouth & 
Portland and Bournemouth.

 
•	�At local level, claimant count 

numbers are not seasonally 
adjusted. Seasonal effects can be 
seen in the monthly figures with 
unemployment normally peaking 
after Christmas and often as 
summer ends.			 
				  
				  
				  
		

	 Unemployment

	 Unemployment

	 Claimant Unemployment in July, annually 2001-2010

	 Earnings 2010

Source:  Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings, 2010, (ONS)

What the table shows
GVA per resident head is considerably below the 
national average in DCC Dorset.		
In DCC Dorset, GVA per resident head is also much 
lower than in Bournemouth & Poole.		
This poorer performance is likely to arise largely 
from two factors:the structure of the population 
with a higher proportion of people not actively 
contributing towards GVA commuting patterns: the 
income of commuters is allocated to the area in 
which they work and DCC Dorset has a net loss of 
commuters

	 Value Added – GVA

Median gross weekly pay for full time employees Percentage of GB median

Workplace 
based

Residence 
based

Workplace 
based

Residence 
based

£500 £502 Great Britain 100% 100%
£460 £468 South West 92% 93%
£524 £548 South East 105% 109%
£642 £607 London 128% 121%
£426 £460 Bournemouth 85% 92%
£465 £436 Poole 93% 87%
£435 £460 DCC Dorset 87% 92%
£441 £459 Dorset sub-region 88% 92%
£459 £468 Christchurch 92% 93%
£437 £481 East Dorset 87% 96%
£390 £433 North Dorset 78% 86%
£474 £457 Purbeck 95% 91%
£439 £491 West Dorset 88% 98%
£393 £435 Weymouth & Portland 79% 87%

Median gross weekly pay for 
male full time employees 

Median gross weekly pay for 
female full time employees 

Workplace 
based

Residence 
based

Workplace 
based

Residence 
based

£541 £542 Great Britain £440 £440
£503 £515 South West £400 £404
£575 £605 South East £444 £461
£699 £646 London £582 £567
£483 £498 Bournemouth £393 £377
£499 £502 Poole £397 £397
£466 £496 DCC Dorset £362 £401
£480 £497 Dorset sub-region £383 £394
£465 £520 Christchurch £365 £405
£476 £509 East Dorset £339 £399
£425 £456 North Dorset £341 £402
£504 £480 Purbeck supressed £378
£467 £538 West Dorset £403 £393
£448 £462 Weymouth & Portland £359 £391
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What the table shows

•	 �About half of DCC Dorset’s 
claimant unemployed are 
aged 35 years or more, above 
the national and regional 
averages.	

•	 �In June 2011,West Dorset and 
East Dorset had the highest 
proportions aged fifty or more 
in DCC Dorset while Weymouth 
and Portland had the lowest.
Christchurch and North Dorset 
had the highest proportion of 
claimants aged 16-24 years.

	 Age of the Unemployed Length of time unemployed - June 2011 - percentages		

less than three months 12 months or more (long term unemployed)
Area Male Female Total Male Female Total

% % % % % %
Great Britain 39.3 42.5 40.3 15.5 11.3 14.2
South West 44.7 47.7 45.7 9.9 7.6 9.2
Dorset sub-region 48.2 52.7 49.6 9.7 7.7 9.1
Bournemouth 44.2 49.6 45.8 11 9.0 10.4
Poole 48.8 52.8 50.1 9.8 8.0 9.2
DCC Dorset 52.1 55.3 53.2 8.4 6.4 7.7
Christchurch 45.5 59.7 50.3 10.7 6.0 9.1
East Dorset 51.1 53.3 51.9 10.4 10.0 10.3
North Dorset 48.0 45.8 47.2 7.8 5.6 7.0
Purbeck 53.5 55.1 54.1 9.4 2.9 7.2
West Dorset 57.7 61.1 58.9 5.8 7.0 6.2
Weymouth and Portland 53.1 55.9 53.9 7.8 5.3 7.1
Source: Office for National Statistics, claimant count data, (NOMIS)
Note: Percentage given is that of particular age/duration as a proportion of all age/durations within that particular gender.		

Persons unemployed by age group, June 2011
16 to 24 yrs 25-34 yrs 35-49 yrs 50plus yrs Total

Actual Number Male Female All Male Female All Male Female All Male Female All Male Female All
Great Britain 269,530 131,765 401,290 258,045 100,160 358,200 288,000 162,550 450,550 146,950 73,365 220,315 962,525 467,840 1,43,365
South West 15,105 7,420 22,530 13,730 5,480 19,210 16,065 8,740 24,800 8,965 4,410 13,380 53,865 26,050 79,915
Dorset sub-region 1,500 745 2,245 1,410 595 2,005 1,895 975 2,875 1,165 560 1,730 5,970 2,875 8,845
Bournemouth 555 260 815 630 250 885 820 375 1,195 455 175 630 2,460 1,060 3,520
Poole 340 175 515 250 100 345 390 205 595 225 120 345 1,205 600 1,805
DCC Dorset 605 310 915 530 240 775 685 395 1,085 485 270 750 2,305 1,215 3,520
Christchurch 80 40 120 65 30 95 75 50 130 65 30 95 285 150 435
East Dorset 95 50 145 70 50 120 115 75 190 85 55 140 365 230 595
North Dorset 85 50 135 60 30 90 100 65 160 60 35 95 305 180 485
Purbeck 65 35 100 70 30 95 75 45 120 45 30 75 255 140 395
West Dorset 115 60 175 75 55 125 130 70 200 110 65 175 430 250 680
Weymouth and 
Portland

165 80 240 190 50 240 195 90 285 115 60 175 665 280 945

Percentage of 
males,  females or 
all unemployed

16 to 24 yrs 25-34 yrs 35-49 yrs 50plus yrs

Male Female All Male Female All Male Female All Male Female All

Great Britain 28.0 28.2 28.1 26.8 21.4 25.0 29.9 34.7 31.5 15.3 15.7 15.4

South West 28.0 28.5 28.2 25.5 21.0 24.0 29.8 33.5 31.0 16.6 16.9 16.7
Dorset sub-region 25.1 25.9 25.4 23.6 20.6 22.6 31.7 34.0 32.5 19.5 19.5 19.5
Bournemouth 22.6 24.5 23.2 25.6 23.7 25.1 33.2 35.4 33.9 18.6 16.4 17.9
Poole 28.2 29.3 28.6 20.6 16.6 19.2 32.4 34.2 33.0 18.8 19.9 19.2
DCC Dorset 26.3 25.5 26.0 23.0 19.9 21.9 29.8 32.6 30.8 20.9 22.1 21.3
Christchurch 28.3 26.2 27.6 23.1 20.1 22.1 26.6 34.2 29.2 22.1 19.5 21.2
East Dorset 26.1 21.4 24.3 19.2 21.0 19.9 31.0 33.2 31.9 23.6 24.5 23.9
North Dorset 28.1 27.4 27.8 19.6 17.9 19.0 32.0 35.8 33.4 20.3 19.0 19.8
Purbeck 25.2 25.0 25.1 27.2 20.6 24.9 29.1 33.8 30.8 18.5 20.6 19.2
West Dorset 27.0 24.6 26.1 17.2 21.7 18.8 30.2 27.9 29.4 25.6 25.8 25.7
Weymouth and 
Portland

24.6 28.1 25.6 28.8 18.1 25.6 29.4 32.7 30.4 17.2 21.0 18.3

Data rounded to nearest 5. Percentage given is that of particular age/duration as a proportion of all age/durations within that particular 
gender. Source: Office for National Statistics, claimant count data, (NOMIS)

What the table shows

•	 �A substantial amount of 
claimant unemployment 
is short term and there is 
a lot of churn as people 
move onto and off the 
claimant count.	

•	 �About 8 per cent of DCC 
Dorset claimants have 
been out of work for a 
year or more:  below the 
national and regional 
averages.

	Long-term 		
	unemployment

Dorset County Council (including schools)
as at 31Jan 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Total number of staff 14,300 14,500 15,100 15,275 - - - -

Full time equivalents 8,950 9,200 9,500 9,566 9,719 9,785 10,094 9,721

Source: Council Tax Leaflets, 2004-12

Dorset Police
(Financial Years) 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12
Police Officers 1,461 1,481 1,502 1,502 1,499 1,459 1,447 1,344
Police Community 
Support Officers

17 57 105 162 162 162 162 162

Police Staff 843 855 882 913 1,024 1,065 1,059 914
Special Constables/
volunteers

264 300 300 397 355 412 412 476

Source: Council Tax Leaflets, 2004-12

Dorset Fire Authority
at 31st Dec 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Total number of staff 794 816 811 827 827 835 829
Full time equivalents 730 757 757 768 764 797 772
Source: Council Tax Leaflets, 2004-12

West Dorset District Council
(Financial Years) 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12
Full time 
equivalents 

443 445 448 437 440 444 429

Source: WDDC 2011/12 figure = 1st quarter

North Dorset District Council
April 2010

Full time equivalents 228.62
Source: North Dorset District Council

Purbeck District Council
(Dec) 2008 2009 2010
Full time equivalents 145 148 147
Source: Purbeck District Council

East Dorset District Council
(Financial Years) 06/07 07/08 08/09 09/10 Jul 2011
Full time 
equivalents 

309.5 312 308 304 307.4

Source: East Dorset District Council

Christchurch Borough Council
2010/11 Jul 2011

Full time equivalents 264.5 230
Source: Christchurch Borough Council

Weymouth & Portland Borough Council
Mar 2010 Jun 2011

Total employed 426 399
Full time equivalents 384 358
Source: Weymouth & Portland Borough 
Council

  Skills, qualifications and training

	� Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET)

Note: The percentage of residents aged 16-64 qualified to NVQ4+ (degree level +) is much in line with the England average in DCC Dorset.	There are slightly higher proportions of those aged 16-64 with NVQ2 
qualificaitions, Trade Apprenticeships and NVQ3. There is a smaller proportion with no qualifications than found nationally.Within DCC Dorset, the highest proportion of 16-64 residents with no qualifications is in 
Christchurch - this may reflect the age structure.

This is a snapshot of data for March 2011. There were about 500 young people who were NEET in DCC Dorset, 190 in Bournemouth and 220 in Poole. Within DCC 
Dorset, the percentage of NEET young people was highest in Christchurch and Weymouth and Portland.

  Staff numbers for local councils, police and fire service

Dorset Waste Partnership
July 2011

Total number of staff
Full time equivalents  

172 FT 7PT
169.03

Source: North Dorset District Council

% with NVQ4+  		  31.1	 31.5	 26.7	 31.8	 27.8	 29.7	 28.3		 30.9	 31.3	 33.6	 35.2	 30.0
% with NVQ3 only 		  15.8	 17.2	 21.8	 17.4	 15.5	 18.1	 20.6		 17.9	 16.8	 19.4	 17.6	 13.6
% with Trade Apprenticeships  	 3.8	 4.7	 4.4	 5.7	 5.2	 5.3	 5.6		 5.3	 5.4	 5.1	 5.0 	 7.9		  | 
% with NVQ2 only  		  16.3	 17.7	 16.5	 17.6	 19.0	 17.6	 13.2		 19.4	 18.4	 13.6	 17.5	 20.3	  
% with NVQ1 only 		  13.3	 13.4	 13.5	 12.8	 16.3	 13.7	 17.9		 12.3	 12.3	 11.2	 14.3	 9.6	 14.3
% with other qualifications 		  8.6	 7.2	 9.8	 7.5	 8.0	 8.2	 3.6		 9.0	 7.6	 9.2	 4.7	 11.1
% with no qualifications 		  11.1	 8.4	 7.2	 7.2	 8.2	 7.4	 10.8		 5.4	 8.3	 7.9	 5.7	 7.5

percentage of  
residents aged 16-64 England South West Bournemouth DCC Dorset Poole

Dorset 
sub-region  Christchurch

	
East Dorset North Dorset	

	
Purbeck	 West Dorset

Weymouth  
& Portland

Source: Annual Population Survey, Jan-Dec 2010, ONS

	

National average Christchurch East Dorset North Dorset Purbeck West Dorset Weymouth & Port DCC Dorset Bournemouth Poole

6.1% 8.1% 3.5% 5.2% 4.4% 4.9% 7.8% 5.1% 5.0% 5.7%

Source: Connexions across Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole, March 2011
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	 People with Mental Health Needs

All floorspace figures in Square Feet
 
District	 Place	 Total floorspace 	 Total  	 Number of  	 Vacant  
		  (% of floorspace	 number	 vacant shops	 floorspace 
		  in Dorset)	 of shops	 (August 2005)	 (August 
					     2005)

Christchurch	 Christchurch	 180,648 (9.2%)	 159	 10	 5,344
	 Town Centre
 
East  Dorset	 Ferndown	 103,215 (5.3%)	 91	 5	 3,324
	 Verwood	 44,458 (2.3%)	 35	 0	 0
	 Wimborne	 117,618 (6%)	 118	 5	 3,102
 
North Dorset	 Blandford	 104,979 (5.4%)	 110	 3	 21,238
	 Gillingham	 77,886 (4%)	 61	 0	 0
	 Shaftesbury	 77,996 (4%)	 75	 1	 1,453
	 Stalbridge	 13,635 (0.7%)	 16	 0	 0
	 Stur. Newton	 24,691 (1.3%)	 38	 1	 753
 
Purbeck	 Swanage	 107,223 (5.5%)	 119	 3	 2,368
	 Wareham	 59,635 (3%)	 82	 2	 872

 
West Dorset	 Beaminster	 21,173 (1.2%)	 29	 1	 1,668
	 Bridport	 118,935 (6.1%)	 128	 4	 6,523
	 Dorchester	 274,532 (14%)	 230	 10	 6,799
	 Lyme Regis	 53,899 (2.8%)	 68	 1	 377
	 Sherborne	 128,071 (6.5%)	 122	 0	 0
 
Weymouth	 Weymouth	 404,006 (20.6%)	 292	 11	 10,506
& Portland	 Portland	 44,385 (2.3%)	 58	 6	 3,875

Source : Dorset County Council, August 2005

	 Shopping: Town Centre Survey, 2005

 
	 2004/5	 2005/6	 2006/7	 2007/8		 2008/9	 2009/10 
Clients with completed assessments	 6,787	 5,935	 5,534	 5,218		 5,880	 5,060
Home care	 2,048	 1,963	 1,616	 1,408		 1,305	 1,140
Day care	 1,233	 1,180	 1,014	 860		 850	 770
Direct payments	 25	 53	 65	 87		 210	 510
Meals	 669	 933	 444	 294		 235	 155
Residential and nursing care	 2,190	 2,420	 2,334	 2,348		 2,117	 2,153

	 People with Learning Disabilities

	 People with Physical Disabilities or Sensory Loss

	 Services for Older People

Retailing / Commercial Floorspace	 Dorset Data Book 2011 Dorset Data Book 2011	 Social Care - Adult & Community Services

Commercial and industrial floorspace, 2008

Total Commercial 
Floorspace

Retail Offices Factories Warehouses Other

000m2 000m2 % 000m2 % 000m2 % 000m2 % 000m2 %

England 561,777 100,208 18 97,566 17 192,322 34 152,485 27 19,196 3

South West 48,758 9,995 20 7,348 15 16,602 34 12,757 26 2,055 4

Bournemouth 1,230 555 45 329 27 145 12 151 12 50 4

Poole 1,507 332 22 239 16 660 44 242 16 33 2

DCC Dorset 3,249 631 19 388 12 1,437 44 606 19 188 6

Christchurch 540 115 21 60 11 264 49 84 16 16 3

East Dorset 669 88 13 69 10 359 54 119 18 34 5

North Dorset 533 85 16 42 8 269 50 108 20 30 6

Purbeck 280 46 16 55 20 124 44 37 13 18 6

West Dorset 861 161 19 121 14 338 39 176 20 65 8

Weymouth & 
Portland

366 136 37 41 11 83 23 82 22 25 7

Source:  Neighbourhood Statistics (Commercial and Industrial Floorspace and Rateable Value Statistics (2005 Revaluation), 2008)

Source: DCC - Adult & Community Services
Referrals, Assessments and Packages of care (RAP returns) PSSEX data - in receipt of services at March 31, table 
P2s & P1.1

Trading Standards - Dorset County Council

06/07 07/08 08/09 09/10   10/11

Customer contact

Business advice and 
enquires

2,078 2,397 2,383 2,305 2,310

Consumer advice 
and enquiries

3,935 3,501 5,682 4,932 4,526

Talks, presentations 
and media 
interviews

153 197 292 143 145

Enforcement activities

Total visits 6,653 6,572 6,665 5,810 3,394

Number of premises 
assessed as high risk

172 178 161 157 173

Visits to high risk 
premises

172 178 161 157 147

Number of samples 
taken 

581 530 596 417 272

Number of 
prosecutions arising 
from enforcement 
activity

10 7 13 10 10

Level of underage 
sales (%) 

28 27 22 14 9

Source: Dorset County Council, Trading Standards

 
	 2004/5	 2005/6	 2006/7	 2007/8		 2008/9	 2009/10 
Clients with completed assessments	 77	 58	 43	 64		 75	 45
Home care	 68	 88	 57	 90		 60	 55
Day care	 386	 369	 325	 348		 330	 305
Direct Payments	 18	 21	 32	 65		 130	 160
Residential and nursing care	 173	 192	 182	 187		 203	 207

	 2004/5	 2005/6	 2006/7	 2007/8		 2008/9	 2009/10 
Clients with completed assessments	 1,499	 1,924	 1,220	 1,005		 925	 695
Home care	 15	 15	 18	 23		 20	 15
Day care	 76	 65	 51	 53		 35	 25
Direct Payments	 0	 0	 2	 27		 135	 180
Residential and nursing care	 45	 48	 47	 35		 34	 39

	 2004/5	 2005/6	 2006/7	 2007/8		 2008/9	 2009/10 
Clients with completed assessments	 1,063	 986	 1,004	 900		 985	 880
Home care	 234	 251	 194	 186		 155	 145
Day care	 197	 215	 218	 208		 195	 200
Direct Payments	 107	 137	 144	 172		 300	 380
Residential and nursing care	 77	 75	 77	 77		 77	 81
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	 Summary of NOR 2000-2011

Source: Census, Jan 2011. All information relates to classes taught by One teacher only.	 Information excludes children in Designated Nursery Unit classes

Pupil/Teacher Ratios, 2006-2011
Primary

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011*

DCC Dorset 20.9 21.4 21.0 20.4 20.1 21.0

South West 21.8 21.6 21.2 21.0 21.0 TBC

England 22.0 21.8 21.6 21.4 21.3

Middle and Secondary

DCC Dorset 16.9 16.9 16.7 16.0 15.3 16.2

South West 16.7 16.6 16.3 16.1 16.0 TBC

England 16.6 16.5 16.1 15.9 15.7

 

	 Primary	 Middle	 Secondary	      Total	
2001	 24,964	 8,078	 21,155	 54,197	
2002	 24,806	 8,181	 21,560	 54,547	
2003	 24,724	 8,159	 21,996	 54,879	
2004	 24,540	 7,937	 22,548	 55,025
2005	 24,348	 7,438	 23,136	 54,922	
2006	 24,378	 6,459	 23,735	 54,572
2007	 24,220	 6,518	 23,649	 54,387
2008	 23,818	 6,494	 23,416	 53,728
2009	 23,495	 6,405	 23,330	 53,230
2010	 23,474	 6,297	 23,456	 53,227
2011	 23,532	 6,142	 23,580	 53,254

DCC Dorset - Numbers on School Roll January 2011

Age 2+ 3+ 4+ 4+ 5+ 6+ 7+ 8+ 9+ 10+
P/T F/T

Nursery Units 32 203
Primary 7 3,730 3,795 3,797 3,789 3,703 2,281 2,422
Middle 1,483 1,522
Secondary 1
Special (incl P/T and 
dually registered)

1 5 9 26 22 31 47 37 46

Special units 2 14 8 15 11 23 12 17
Pupil Referral Units 2 1 3 3
Total 33 210 7 3,753 3,829 3,836 3,832 3,773 3,816 4,011

11+ 12+ 13+ 14+ 15+ 16+ 17+ 18+ Total
Nursery Units 235
Primary 8 23,532
Middle 1,539 1,595 3 6,142
Secondary 2,880 3,009 4,399 4,355 4,174 2,619 1,913 230 23,580
Special (incl P/T and 
dually registered)

55 71 67 53 52 24 15 11 572

Special units 21 18 16 22 17 2 198
Pupil Referral Units 4 24 43 79 143 4 306
Total 4,507 4,717 4,528 4,509 4,386 2,649 1,928 241 54,565
Any 19+ children on roll have been included in the 18+ age group
Source DCC Children’s Services

•	 �Historically, pupils in DCC Dorset perform better than the national average. 
In 2009/10, 59% of pupils attained 5+ GCSEs or equivalent grades A*-C 
including Maths and English. The equivalent figure for England is 55% 
(Department for Education)

•	 �26% of adults in DCC Dorset have no academic qualifications. (2001 Census)

•	 �In 2010 estimates show, 5-15 year olds made up 12.2% of the DCC Dorset 
population, but projections suggest this will fall to 10.1% by 2033. (ONS)

•	 �Dorset County Council (DCC) spends around 56% (£352million) of its 
budget (£626 million) on Children’s Services (2011/12). Children’s Services 
includes schools and other education plus Children’s Social Care & Health. 
(DCC Council Tax Guide 2011/12)

•	 �At January 2011, DCC Dorset had 168 mainstream schools teaching 
53,254 pupils. There were 23,532 pupils in primary schools, 6,142 in middle 
schools and 23,580 in secondary schools.

•	 �Pupil/Teacher ratios in DCC Dorset are 21.0 pupils per teacher in primary 
schools and 16.2 in middle/secondary (DCC - Jan 2011)

	 Keyfacts 	 Trend in Numbers on Roll 2001-2011

School Type No. of Schools by Category
Mainstream Age 

Range
C F VA VC Total

Primary
First 5 to 9 21 1 17 12 50

Infant 5 to 7 5 1 6

Junior 7 to 11 4 2  5

Primary 5 to 11 18 36 17 73

Sub-Total 48 4 53 29 134

Middle 9 to 13 9 4 1 14

Secondary
11 to 16 2 1 3

11 to 18 4 4 5 13

13 to 18 2 1 1 4

Sub-Total 8 4 2 6 20

Mainstream Totals 65 8 59 36 168

Special Schools CS FS

Various 3 2 5

Special Totals 3 2 5

NOR by Category
C F VA VC Total

3,478 1,955 1,559 6,992
943 250 1,193

1,228 328 1,556
4,961 664 5,208 2,958 13,791

10,610 1,242 7,163 4,517 23,532
3,712 2,100 330 6,142

1,663 905 2,568
3,644 5,366 6,258 15,268
1,981 2,283 1,480 5,744
7,288 5,366 3,188 7,738 23,580

21,610 6,608 12,451 12,585 53,254
CS FS

249 323 572
249 323 572

DCC Dorset - Number of Schools and Numbers on Roll (NOR) January 2011, by type	
Ages as at 31 August 2010

Year 	 Ages 	 Ages

(January)	 4+ to 10+	 11+ to 18+

2000	 29,129	 24,469	
2001	 29,100	 25,097
2002	 28,973	 25,574
2003	 28,747	 26,132 
2004	 28,373	 26,652 
2005	 28,368	 27,553 
2006	 27,908	 27,714
2007	 27,802	 27,611 
2008	 27,476	 27,332 
2009	 27,352	 27,295
2010*	 27,106	 27,438 
2011*	 26,848	 27,168

Source: DCC Children’s Services	
* numbers include special schools and special units

Primary Class Sizes: Local Authority Schools.  Average class size 25.54

Class Size No. of Classes % No. of Pupils %
1 to 10 25 2.82 166 0.73
11 to 15 31 3.49 422 1.86
16 to 20 86 9.70 1,572 6.94
21 to 25 217 24.46 5,024 22.17
26 to 30 426 48.03 12,165 53.69
31 to 35 97 10.94 3,123 13.78
36 to 40 5 0.56 186 0.82
41+
Totals 887 100.00 22,658 100.00

	 DCC Dorset Class Sizes (All information relates to classes taught by one teacher only)

Dorset LEA Number on Roll Trend
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Education	 Dorset Data Book 2011 Dorset Data Book 2011										          Education

Secondary Class Sizes (incl. Middle-Deemed Secondary Schools) Average class size 20.91

Class Size No. of Classes % No. of Pupils %
1 to 10 171 12.97 1,144 4.15
11 to 15 169 12.82 2,180 7.91
16 to 20 208 15.78 3,785 13.73
21 to 25 309 23.44 7,116 25.82
26 to 30 354 26.86 9,937 36.05
31 to 35 107 8.12 3,403 12.35
36 to 40
41+
Totals 1,318 100.00 27,565 100.00

Source: Children’s Services, Planning & Performance team, Dorset County Council.  
Numbers on roll exclude children attending Designated Nursery Units and Designated Special Units attached to schools.

Categories: Community (C), Voluntary Controlled (VC), Foundation (F), Community Special (CS), Voluntary Aided (VA), Foundation Special (FS)

From 2010/2011 onwards, figures were sourced from the Autumn School Workforce Census and Spring School Census					   
	From 2010 and earlier, all figures were sourced from the School Census    * Provisional.							     
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•	Crime in the DCC Dorset area overall remains historically low compared to many parts of 	
	 the country, and significantly lower than national average figures. In 2009/10, the rate of total 	
	 recorded crime (per 1,000 head of population) in DCC Dorset was over one-third lower than 	
	 the figure for England and Wales and well below the rate for the South West Region overall. 

•	However, across the local authority areas within DCC Dorset, significant variations in 		
	 crime levels are apparent. East Dorset, with approximately 34 crimes per 1,000 population 	
	 in 2009/10, continues to have one of the lowest rates of recorded crime of any local authority 	
	 area in England and Wales. Conversely, the rate of crime in Weymouth and Portland, a more 	
	 heavily urbanised area with a busy commercial core and bustling night-time economy, is 	
	 higher than the national average figure. 					   

What the table shows	

	 Comparative Total Crime 2009/10

								      
							     

	

Violence against persons	 1,961	 2,806	 3,487	 3,959	 5,006	 8,149	 9,147	 10,750	 11,930	 11,805	 11,117	 10,440	 9,777	 -663	 -6.4%
Robbery	 195	 205	 241	 309	 334	 437	 445	 342	 255	 190	 243	 262	 218	 -44	 -16.8%
Sexual offences	 427	 314	 306	 327	 436	 498	 579	 697	 802	 759	 751	 728	 810	 82	 11.3%
Burglary	 8,431	 9,202	 8,466	 7,803	 7,890	 7,355	 7,615	 6,330	 5,801	 4,981	 4,973	 5,484	 5,424	 -60	 -1.1%
  Dwelling burglary	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 3,099	 2,616	 2,153	 1,638	 1,739	 1,822	 1,842	 20	 1.1%
  Non-dwelling burglary	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 4,516	 3,714	 3,648	 3,343	 3,234	 3,662	 3,582	 -80	 -2.2%
Theft	 21,499	 23,473	 23,199	 21,230	 22,747	 25,710	 24,949	 21,928	 22,050	 20,165	 18,411	 18,194	 17,905	 -289	 -1.6%
  Theft of and from motor vehicles	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 8,603	 6,580	 6,643	 5,258	 4,559	 4,720	 4,373	 -347	 -7.4%
  Other non-motor vehicle theft	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 16,346	 15,348	 15,407	 14,907	 13,852	 13,474	 13,532	 58	 0.4%
Handling Stolen Goods	 406	 372	 275	 224	 180	 190	 190	 200	 165	 129	 105	 112	 102	 -10	 -8.9%
Fraud & Forgery	 1,297	 6,334	 5,804	 5,044	 5,378	 5,510	 4,274	 3,123	 2,821	 2,362	 1,436	 1,638	 1,568	 -70	 -4.3%
Other Offences	 8,086	 10,049	 10,554	 11,424	 12,980	 14,448	 15,458	 14,352	 14,900	 14,751	 14,249	 13,790	 12,430	 -1,360	 -9.9%
															             
Total Crimes	 42,302	 52,755	 52,332	 50,320	 54,951	 62,297	 62,657	 57,722	 58,724	 55,142	 51,285	 50,648	 48,234	 -2,414	 -4.8%
Total Crime detections (%)	 30.0	 31.0	 26.7	 24.8	 26.5	 25.4	 25.9	 27.9	 30.3	 30.3	 27.4	 24.5	 23.7		
	

Source: Dorset Police															             
Note: All figures for years ending 31st March for the Dorset Police Force area. 												          
The figures for the 1998/99 financial year reflect changes made by the Home Office to crime coverage and counting rules, which came into effect as from 1st April 1998		   
The figures for the 2002/03 financial year reflect changes in reporting and recording brought about by the introduction of the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS) from 1st April 2002.	
The 2005/06 figure for Non-Dwelling Burglary represents a correction to that published previously in the 2007 Dorset Data Book							     
The 2005/06 figure for Other Offences represents a correction to that published previously in the 2007 Dorset Data Book								     
							     

	 Crime in Dorset, 1998-2010 
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	 Total crime per 1,000  
	 population
 
Christchurch	 48.0
East Dorset	 33.9
North Dorset	 39.4
Purbeck	 42.1
West Dorset	 52.4
Weymouth and Portland 	 92.1

Dorset History Centre
2009/10 2010/11

Archival Holdings (cu m) 963 1,009

% holding protected by BS5454 100% 100%

Hours of opening per week 39.5 39.5

Reader spaces 78 78

Microform readers for public use 24 24

Computers for public use 7 7

No. visits by the public 8,431 7,548

No. archive items produced to 
public

9,440 14,446

No. Learning events (on & off site) 92 43

Learning event audience (on & 
off site)

1,968 643

No. enquiries by post & e-mail 2,176 2,266

No. enquiries by telephone 3,122 4,547

No. volunteer visits 560 590

No. volunteer hours 2,744 2,677

N.B The History Centre provides an archive service for Bournemouth, 
Dorset and Poole and a Local Studies Service for Dorset

Note: during the year 2010-2011 the History Centre have been 
without three fifths of an Education officer due to a frozen post and 
this has substantially effected the number of events and audience 
engagements

	

	 Total crime per 1,000  
	 population
 
England and Wales	 78.6
South West Region	 66.0
Dorset (inc. Bournemouth & Poole)	 67.8
DCC Dorset 	 50.9

Source:  Figures for England and Wales, and South West region, derived from Flatley, et al.,(2010) Crime in England 
and Wales, 2009/10, Home Office, London
Dorset local authority area figures provided by Dorset Police		   
Population figures used in calculations for Dorset figures relate to 2008 ONS Mid-Year Population Estimates
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Service Information: Libraries and Archives	 Dorset Data Book 2011 Dorset Data Book 2011							       Community Safety 

Records Management Unit - DCC

2009/10 2010/11

transfers in 3,530 boxes 
(504.6 linear 
metres)

2,731 boxes 
(390.1 linear 
metres)

destruction of unwanted 
material

10,309 files 
196.5 linear 
metres

6,956 files 
218.3 linear 
metres

No. of items retrieved 
for Departments

2009 2010

7,000 files 5,759 files

DCC Dorset Library Readership and Other Information

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11

Active Readers1 97,500 87,775 90,249 90,417

Registered Library Members 172,192 229,178 228,994 237,091

issues all items 3,100,924 3,004,190 2,924,673 2,815,095

Items on loan 166,485 159,028 153,917 160,838

Number of Visitors 2,284,960 2,057,128 2,028,027 2,011,382

Number of Enquiries 230,282 216,008 253,188 376,688

Number of requests recd 138,655 153,712 224,115 258,074

Number of Public Access Computers 214 214 213 206

Public Library stock

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11

Books: 	 Adult Fiction 206,861 206,259 212,117 227,312

	 Adult Non Fiction 177,201 173,055 129,969 134,794

	 Children’s Fiction 100,016 96,512 100,215 108,210

	 Children’s Non Fiction 29,379 25,485 26,351 27,478

Sound recordings 39,818 37,500 36,122 37,071

Videos/DVDs 15,906 16,435 18,106 19,414

Total 569,181 555,246 522,880 554,279

Items added to the Public Library Stock

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11

Adult Fiction - volumes added 54,187 50,850 49,693 47,304

Adult non fiction volumes added 17,071 19,794 17,990 18,322

Children’s volumes added 21,134 26,632 23,394 18,682

Sound recordings 7,749 4,870 3,762 4,125

Videos/DVDs 6,050 4,282 4,148 4,257

Number of Facilities
34 static libraries, 5 mobile libraries - providing service to 4 prisons and 184 residential/
nursing homes. 356 Reading Groups

Note: ��Figures are for Dorset excluding Bournemouth and Poole. Information is for financial 
years. Note the figures show number of volumes added, not the number of titles, 
and take no account of withdrawn books and include donations. Due to a change 
in the Library Management System it is not always possible to directly compare all 
categories from one year to the next.

1: Active reader - person who has borrowed an item in the last 12 months.	

Source: Dorset County Council

		  1998	 1999	 2000	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010	
% change 
2009-2010

change 
2009-2010
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Comparative rates of anti-social behaviour, 2009/10		
				  
	Total anti-social behaviour per 1,000 popn		
Christchurch		  50.9
East Dorset		  39.9
North Dorset		  37.2
Purbeck		  50.7
West Dorset		  49.5
Weymouth and Portland 		  102.8	
Dorset DCC area		  54.1
Dorset (inc. Bournemouth and Poole)	 67.4					   

	 Traffic Accidents and Offences, Dorset 2003-2010	

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 Change
2009-
2010   

% change 
 2009-

2010

1. �Number of Injury 
Accidents

2,962 2,696 2,695 2,618 2,333 2,103 2,154 2,040 -114 -5.3%

2. Persons killed 52 48 43 42 33 39 30 24 -6 -20.0%

3. Persons injured 4,102 3,729 3,623 3,485 3,133 2,839 2,915 2,700 -215 -7.4%

   Serious injuries N/A 396 385 352 373 352 385 369 -16 -4.2%

   Slight injuries N/A 3,333 3,238 3,133 2,760 2,487 2,530 2,331 -199 -7.9%

4. �Number arrested 
for positive or 
refused breath test 

1,601 1,729 1,634 1,827 1,949 1,725 1,401 1,276 -125 -8.9%

Source: Dorset Police 
Note: All figures for years ending 31st March for the Dorset Police area - includes Poole & Bournemouth. 	

Dorset local authority area figures provided by Dorset Police

Population figures used in calculations relate to 2008 ONS 
Mid-Year Population Estimates (revised)		

Due to a change in recording methodology, figures are not 
comparable to those published in previous editions of the 
Dorset Data Book (pre 2007)

Dorse
t (

inc
. 

Bour
ne

mout
h &

 Po
ole)

DCC D
orse

t

W
ey

mout
h &

 Po
rtl

an
d 

W
es

t D
orse

t

Pu
rb

ec
k

North
 D

orse
t

Eas
t D

orse
t

Chr
ist

ch
ur

ch

Ra
te

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100
110
120

Town	 Rate per 1,000 households

Beaminster	 1.4	
Blandford	 1.8	
Bridport	 4.0	
Chickerell	 2.6	
Christchurch	 4.6	
Dorchester	 5.0	
Ferndown (inc. West Parley)	 1.5	
Gillingham	 2.4	
Lyme Regis	 2.4	
Lytchett Minster & Upton	 2.2 
Portland	 5.4	
Shaftesbury	 10.9 

Sherborne	 2.6	
Stalbridge	 0	
Sturminster Newton	 5.5	
Swanage	 1.5	
Verwood (inc. Three Legged Cross)	 2.3	
Wareham	 1.5	
Weymouth	 7.6	
Wimborne	 2.1 
Wool	 3.3	
 
Dorset County Council area	  3.8	
South West Region	 7.6

England and Wales	 11.6

Rate of Domestic (Dwelling) Burglaries in Dorset towns per 1,000 households 2009/10
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Rate of Domestic (Dwelling) Burglaries in Dorset towns per 1,000 households 2009/10

	Comparative rates of anti-social behaviour 2009/10

Sources:	

Burglary data for Dorset towns derived from an analysis 
of Dorset Police data by Drug Action and Community 
Safety Team, Dorset County Council. Due to the method 
of data aggregation and calculation used, figures shown 
may differ from police figures published elsewhere.	
	Household population statistic used in calculation of rate 
figure for Dorset County Council area relates to 2006-
based ONS Household population estimate	. Household 
population statistics used in calculation of rate figures 
for Dorset towns relate to ‘Number of all Household 
Spaces’ from 2001 Census.Figures for England & Wales, 
and South West region, derived from Flatley, et al. (2010) 
Crime in England and Wales, 2009/10, Home Office: 
London

		  07/08	 08/09	 09/10	 10/11

All Fires	 2,654	 2,557	 2,588	 2,469

Primary Fires	 1,287	 1,311	 1,360	 1,199
(these are fires which   
require a fire damage   
report to be carried out)

• 	Dwelling fires	 448	 527	 562	 493 
	 (deliberate and accidental)	  
• 	Vehicle fires	 437	 416	 386	 337 
	 (deliberate and accidental)	

Secondary Fires	 1,170	 956	 993	 1,011

• 	Single derelict building	 27	 20	 19	 13 
• 	Grassland	 501	 378	 449	 498 
• 	Intentional straw/stubble	 12	 9	 7	 13 
• 	Outdoor structure	 81	 85	 74	 73 
• 	Refuse	 530	 449	 418	 401 
• 	Derelict vehicle	 19	 15	 26	 13 
• 	Chimney Fires	 197	 290	 235	 259 
•	Deliberate fires	 1,055	 887	 865	 801 
•	Heath fires	 76	 70	 87	 94

False Alarms	 3,549	 3,726	 3,688	 3,940

Good intent	 2,328	 2,515	 2,496	 2,716 
Due to defect in	 1,035	 1,031	 1,063	 1,085 
automatic equipment	  
Malicious	 186	 180	 129	 139 
Hoax calls	 181	 201	 142	 131 
(these are calls challenged in our call centre which  
we don’t subsequently attend as it’s apparent  

that they were made with malicious intent)	

Special services	 1,773	 1,760	 1,643	 1,498
Number of road traffic	 619	 545	 503	 427 
accidents attended by Dorset  
Fire and Rescue Service	

Total number of calls	 16,583	 15,067	 15,190	15,259 
handled		

Total number of separate	 8,321	 8,043	 7,919	 7,907 
incidents in Dorset  
(fires, false alarms and  
special services)

Total number of separate	 112	 124	 140	 142 
incidents attended by  
DFRS over our borders	

	 Dorset Fire & Rescue Service 

Note: Figures are for financial years and include Poole 
and Bournemouth
Source: Dorset Fire and Rescue Service

Rate per 1,000 population

Community Safety 		 Dorset Data Book 2011 Dorset Data Book 2011	 Community Safety 

Road Safety in DCC Dorset area

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total casualties 1,993 1,934 1,827 1,802 1,596 1,421

(a) Fatalities 31 32 30 29 23 10

(b) �Killed or seriously 
injured - KSI (total)

270 255 278 294 260 215 % of all 2010 
KSI casualties

Pedestrians 34 42 38 31 33 32 15%

Pedal cyclists 12 23 13 16 12 32 15%

PTW user 56 56 68 81 70 44 20%

Car user 159 120 148 150 131 102 47%

Other vehicle users 9 14 11 16 14 5 2%

(c) Slight (total) 1,723 1,679 1,549 1,508 1,336 1,206 % of all 2010 
slight injury 

casualties

Pedestrians 111 90 98 111 96 95 8%

Pedal cyclists 72 76 71 80 73 91 8%

PTW user 171 147 145 140 125 109 9%

Car user 1,249 1,281 1,143 1,076 947 817 68%

Other vehicle users 120 85 92 101 95 94 8%

(d) �Specific road user 
groups

% of all 2010 
injury class

Child (0-15) KSI 25 16 24 12 15 7 3%

Child (0-15) Slight 151 158 142 140 88 99 8%

Young Car Driver  
(17-24) KSI

26 20 27 36 24 21 10%

Young Car Driver  
(17-24) Slight

226 243 191 194 187 163 14%

Older road user (65+) 
KSI

47 40 44 49 49 26 12%

Older road user (65+) 
Slight

173 164 165 147 144 127 11%

Note:  All above figure exclude Bournemouth and Poole

Source: DCC Road Safety Team  PTW= Powered Two wheelers
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	 Length 	 Length 
	 miles	 kms

Motorways	 0	 0 
Other roads	 2,548	 4,100 
Railways	 78	 125 
Footpaths	 1,770	 2,850 
Bridleways	 1,112	 1,790 
Byways	 15	 24

Nationally  car ownership has 
risen by 26.0% between 1991 
and 2001. Over the same 
period Car ownership in DCC 
Dorset has risen even more, at 
28.7%. (2001 Census)

83% of DCC Dorset households 
have at least 1 car (2001 Census)

DCC Dorset’s four busiest 
heavy goods vehicle (over 
7.5 tonnes) routes through 
settlements are: 

A348 at Longham  
(925 per day)

A37 at Grimstone  
(875 per day)

A348 at Ferndown  
(590 per day) 

A35 at Chideock Morcombelake 
(540 per day)

Note: �	� Data relates to typical 12hr flows 
recorded on one day.

Summary of Traffic Growth in DCC Dorset - sample of counting sites
Road Number Location Annual Average Daily Traffic Growth of daily traffic flows

1983 2000 2009 2010 1 Year 10 Years 27 Years
Sherborne Area
A30 West of Sherborne 10,200 13,600 14,800 15,100 2.0% 11% 48%
A352 Longburton - South of A3030 3,600 5,100 5,600 5,600 0.0% 10% 56%
Dorchester Area
A35(T) Kingston Russell 6,900 11,700 14,300 14,100 -1.4% 21% 104%

A37 Stagg’s Folly 3,600 8,500 10,000 10,000 0.0% 18% 178%
A35(T) Yellowham Hill 10,900 23,000 27,400 27,200 -0.7% 18% 150%
A354 Monkton Hill 10,200 19,200 19,800 18,900 -4.5% -2% 85%
Bridport Area
A35(T) Miles Cross/London Inn 8,200 13,600 15,900 15,600 -1.9% 44% 90%
A3066 Gore Cross 3,600 6,300 6,900 6,800 -1.4% 26% 89%
B3157 East of Bridport 2,800 6,200 7,500 7,400 -1.3% 28% 164%
Weymouth Area
A354 Monkton Hill 10,200 19,200 19,800 18,900 -4.5% 21% 85%
A354 Dorchester Road, Redlands 16,500 24,700 25,000 23,400 -6.4% 3% 42%
A353 Poxwell 6,100 8,700 9,200 9,400 2.2% 13% 54%
A354 Portland Beach Road 12,900 14,900 16,500 15,600 -5.5% -5% 21%
Shaftesbury and Gillingham Area
A350 North of Shaftesbury 4,700 9,200 10,000 9,800 -2.0% 40% 109%
B3081 East of Gillingham 4,200 8,600 9,900 9,300 -6.1% 50% 121%
A30 East of Shaftesbury 5,200 6,400 6,800 6,400 -6.0% 0% 23%
Purbeck Area
A35 Woodlake 5,300 11,000 13,600 13,000 -4.4% 57% 145%
A352 Worgret 7,500 10,900 11,200 11,000 -1.8% 2% 47%
A351 Wareham By pass n/a 12,900 14,600 14,200 -2.7% 20% n/a
A351 South of Bakers Arms 13,000 19,700 20,900 19,800 -5.3% 13% 52%
Blandford Area
A354 Milborne St Andrew 2,900 4,700 5,700 5,200 -8.8% 33% 79%
C13 Stourpaine 2,800 5,400 6,300 6,300 0.0% 58% 125%
A350 Spetisbury 5,400 10,500 10,600 10,400 -1.9% 14% 93%
A354 Blandford Bypass Not Built 7,600 9,200 8,800 -4.3% 83% n/a
Wimborne, Ferndown and SE Dorset Area
A31(T) Wimborne Bypass west Not Built 20,000 21,900 22,100 0.9% 61% n/a
B3082 Badbury Rings 4,000 6,600 7,100 7,200 1.4% 29% 80%
A31(T) St Leonards 21,100 44,200 46,100 45,200 -2.0% 34% 114%
A31(T) County Boundary 45,100 85,000 95,100 92,200 -3.0% 48% 104%
Christchurch Area
B3059 Bridge Street 10,700 12,700 8,400 8,900 6.0% -31% -17%
A35 Christchurch Bypass west 34,500 43,600 48,000 47,800 -0.4% 9% 39%

	 Key Facts

	 Trunk	 Principal 	 Non-	 Unclassified	 Total	
	 Roads	 Classified	 Principal	 not inc
		  ‘A’ Class	 Classified	 paved or 
			   ‘B’ & ‘C’ Class	 green	
Christchurch	 0.00	 26.30	 42.00	 161.70	 230.00
East Dorset & North Dorset	 34.78	 126.00	 634.90	 793.40	 1,554.30
Purbeck & West Dorset	 74.26	 223.10	 840.70	 1,027.40	 2,091.00
Weymouth & Portland	 0.00	 27.90	 37.30	 159.10	 224.30

DCC Dorset	 109.04	 403.3	 1,554.9	 2,141.4	 4,099.60

	 Length of Road by Type (in kms) - 2011

Source: Dorset County Council, March 2011

Source: DCC Environment.  Note: Notes these are only a selection from around 180 traffic counting locations across Dorset.  
	                                                   More information from the Local Transport Plan Team 01305 224487

Figures in miles

Source:	�Dorset County Council, Rights 
of Way estimates are for June 
2011

	 Rights of Way 2011

	 miles	 kms

Footpaths	     1,770	          2,850 
 
Bridleways	     1,112         1,790

Byways open 
to all traffic 	        15 	            24

Bridges on public 
rights of way	           3,542
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	 Transport Network Map

Year	 Private &	 M’cycles	 General	 Total 
	 Light Goods	 & Mopeds	 Goods & Misc
1999	 204	 8	 18	 230
2000	 209	 9	 18	 235
2001	 215	 10	 18	 242
2002	 222	 10	 18	 250
2003	 226	 11	 22	 258
2004	 233	 11	 23	 267
2005	 238	 12	 20	 270
2006	 249	 13	 10	 272
2007	 254	 14	 10	 279 
2008	 257	 14	 12	 282 
2009	 259	 14	 12	 285 
2010	 258	 13	 12	 283

Figures in thousands for DCC Dorset.  Source: Department of Transport. 
Table VEH0105 Excludes Bournemouth and Poole 
Note: Data categories have changed since 2005

	 Vehicles licensed in DCC Dorset 1999-2010

Dorset Data Book 2011	 TransportTransport	 Dorset Data Book 2011

© Crown copyright. All right reserved. 
Dorset County Council LA 100019790. 2011
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District/	 Households	 % of
Borough	 with	 households
	 kerbside	 with kerbside 	
	 recycling	 recycling

Christchurch	 23,200	 *100  

East Dorset	 39,000	 100 

North Dorset	 27,700	 90 

Purbeck	 21,900	 100 

West Dorset	 48,500	 100 

Weymouth & 
Portland	 27,800	 90

* 2.7% restricted to 2 recyclables 	

Source: DCC, 2011

Percentage of Households 
with Kerbside Recycling, 
March 2011 (Figures are rounded)

	 District/Borough Recycling, 2010/11 (excludes Household Recycling Centres)	
Christchurch East Dorset North Dorset Purbeck West Dorset Wey & Port Total

Landfilled
Domestic Waste 9,585 11,198 264 9,050 20,374 6,550 57,020
Permits-to-Tip 2 11 6 4 64 5 93
Sweepings 65 220 28 0 10 3,984 4,308
MRF Wastage 2 26 29 2 8 22 88
Total 9,654 11,454 327 9,056 20,457 10,561 61,509
Landfilled-Other
Fly Tipped 3 134 14 61 41 4 258
Parks Waste 0 0 2 0 0 71 73
Trade Waste 36 1 775 0 3,141 133 4,085
Beach Cleansing 0 0 0 0 2 968 969
Total 39 135 791 61 3,184 1,175 5,385
Treatment New Earth Solutions**
Domestic waste 1,028 6,947 14,149 0 1,346 0 23,470
Trade waste 0 2 1,230 0 0 0 1,232
Total 1,028 6,948 15,379 0 1,346 0 24,701
Composted
Green Waste 1,037 4 0 0 14 0 1,054
In Vessel Composting 247 5,026 1,120 0 539 2,637 9,569
Street Sweepings 584 1,334 1,009 446 874 73 4,320
Voluntary wood 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 1,868 6,364 2,128 446 1,427 2,710 14,943
Composted-Other
Parks waste composted 147 0 0 0 0 528 675
Trade Food 0 0 17 0 14 0 32
Total 147 0 17 0 14 528 707
Recycled
Kerbside Co-mingled 0 46 946 0 0 0 992
Kerbside sort 2,267 5,307 1,865 3,084 7,413 3,689 23,624
Cans/foil 11 39 48 18 41 34 190
Glass 382 559 1,373 291 784 463 3,852
Plastic bottles 45 53 40 80 117 33 368
Paper (& card) 741 912 683 185 842 435 3,798
Batteries 2 5 0 0 3 1 12
Bulky household 0 4 25 0 41 14 84
Tyres 0 1 4 2 2 0 9
Tetrapaks 8 18 9 6 0 0 41
Textiles 23 67 28 64 72 40 294
Voluntary Sector 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Voluntary Sector Paper 0 0 43 12 253 5 314
Voluntary Sector Textiles 130 118 151 97 173 149 819
Total 3,606 7,104 5,185 3,837 9,898 4,841 34,471
Recycled-Other
Trade Cardbrd/paper 1 7 88 0 347 0 443
Trade  Metal 0 15 0 0 0 0 15
Reused 
Book Banks 6 1 0 0 2 0 8
Shoe Banks 1 4 0 0 0 0 5
Bric-a-Brac 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Textile Banks 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Voluntary Appliances 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Voluntary Furniture 13 14 25 18 125 40 235
Total 20 18 25 18 127 40 248
Grand Total Recycling 5,495 13,486 7,339 4,301 11,451 7,591 49,663
Total Arisings: 16,177 31,886 21,815 13,357 33,254 18,152 134,642
Reuse,Recycling, 
Composting Rate

34% 42% 34% 32% 34% 42% 37%

Figures are rounded and may not sum. Figures in tonnes unless otherwise indicated. Figures for the year ending 31st March	**New Earth Solutions are treatments to remove recyclables and to treat biodegradable 

municipal wastes. Source: Dorset Waste Partnership.   *MRF=Materials Recovery Facility.					   

	 Household Recycling Centres, 2010/11
Wilverley Rd 

(Christchurch)
Brook Road 
(Wimborne)

Blandford Shaftesbury Swanage Wareham Bridport Dorchester Sherborne Portland Lodmoor 
(Weymouth)

Total   

Landfilled
Asbestos 48 0 16 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 40 114
Residual HRC 2,321 1,078 717 1,282 686 1,475 1,046 1,367 1,191 1,205 2,523 14,890
MRF Wastage 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 46
Total Landfilled: 2,373 1,082 737 1,286 690 1,489 1,050 1,371 1,195 1,210 2,567 15,051
Composted
Green Waste 5,180 2,526 1,769 1,654 735 1,937 1,419 1,949 1,999 892 2,802 22,862
Wood Collected 2,395 748 475 524 244 597 402 639 373 457 1,162 8,017
Wood Composted 1,750 554 350 386 176 442 290 464 276 337 845 5,870
Total Composted: 6,929 3,079 2,119 2,040 911 2,379 1,709 2,414 2,274 1,229 3,647 28,731
Recycled
Batteries 25 14 15 4 8 10 10 13 12 9 19 137
Cardboard 437 130 258 204 89 271 0 190 343 160 313 2,395
Large domestic app. 0 0 0 0 61 0 0 0 0 0 0 61
Fridges & Freezers 106 49 56 41 19 44 37 46 63 27 79 567
Televisions 197 133 74 118 49 101 77 93 99 60 147 1,148
Fluorscent Tubes 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6
Small domestic app. 168 131 125 152 26 103 135 193 136 78 156 1,405
Glass 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 8 0 12
Metal 1,082 452 333 296 121 390 333 361 395 272 599 4,633
Oil 24 11 8 35 1 12 4 8 6 5 13 126
Paper HRC 257 145 133 168 56 96 190 98 155 72 141 1,510
Paper wastage 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 46
Pencil Batteries 0 3 2 2 3 2 2 1 5 1 3 23
Plasterboard 202 91 39 66 23 60 56 68 43 60 103 811
Textiles HRC 197 58 40 84 4 55 42 62 71 74 67 753
Tyres 27 5 4 4 3 6 4 6 9 2 8 79
Wood 114 34 22 24 12 27 20 31 17 21 56 379
Total Recycled: 2,833 1,252 1,105 1,195 470 1,176 905 1,165 1,351 844 1,701 13,997
Reused 
Bric-a-Brac 48 49 49 47 0 37 32 40 46 41 74 462
Ceramics 60 47 57 52 0 47 39 75 81 34 49 541
Plastic Pipes & Gutters 33 24 22 15 12 22 11 27 15 15 19 215
Paint 23 2 0 9 6 1 11 13 3 0 17 82
Windows & Doors 31 30 37 22 0 29 29 15 22 17 23 255
Total Reuse: 194 152 165 145 18 136 122 170 166 107 182 1,555
Construction & Demolition 
Hardcore/Concrete Reused 2,782 793 0 448 0 0 0 0 708 618 0 5,348
Hardcore/Concrete Landfill 0 0 575 0 319 725 509 824 0 0 1,432 4,383
Total arisings (inc rubble) 15,643 6,518 4,803 5,228 2,464 6,032 4,387 6,087 5,774 4,107 9,790 70,834
Reuse, Recycle, Compost 
(inc rubble)

12,738 5,276 3,389 3,828 1,398 3,690 2,736 3,748 4,499 2,798 5,531 49,632

HRC Recycling Rate % 
(inc rubble)

81 81 71 73 57 61 62 62 78 68 56 70

Figures in tonnes.  Figures are rounded and may not sum.  Source:DCC

												          

Recycling and Waste	 Dorset Data Book 2011 Dorset Data Book 2011	 Recycling and Waste  

	 Recycling

% of waste recycled

Christchurch
East Dorset

North Dorset

Purbeck
West Dorset

Weymouth & 
Portland
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Top ten counties with highest  
recycling rate	 %

Leicestershire County Council	 52.64 
Devon County Council	 52.62

Cambridgeshire County Council	 51.69

Lincolnshire County Council	 51.39

Suffolk County Council	 50.62  
Dorset County Council	 49.58 

Somerset County Council	 48.69

Warwickshire County Council	 48.10

Staffordshire County Council	 48.06

Oxfordshire  County Council	 47.75

Highest Recycling Rates 
2010/11

Source: DCC Environment Waste Services 
Data 2010/11
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% of waste recycled

2010/11

2009/10

2008/09

2007/08

2006/07
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49.58

48.24

48.14

45.26

42.18

District recycling rate (all collected household waste, 
bring schemes etc) BUT excluding Household Recycling 
Centres, 2010/11

District & County recycling rate (all collected household 
waste, bring schemes etc) BUT including Household 
Recycling Centres, 2010/11

Overall DCC Dorset area recycling rate over the last 
five years

DCC Dorset overall recycling	 49.58% 
Rate (2010/11)	

Average household waste 	 500kg  
produced per	   
head of population	

% of waste going to landfill	 50.42% 

Landfill Tax	 £48 
(per tonne) 2010/11

% of households with 	 97% 
kerbside recycling (approx)	

Total spent on waste management 	 £25 	
by collective councils in Dorset 	 million
(DCC Area 2010/11)	 per year

Approximate cost per	 £110-£130
household per year (2008/9)

All figures for DCC Dorset	

Key Waste and Recycling Facts



	 2000	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006 	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Wytch Farm	 2,915	 2,656	 2,381	 1,915	 1,649	 1,394	 1,139	 1,042	 1,054	 984	 760
Other UK Landward Fields 	 332	 287	 271	 271	 275	 235	 220	 194	 186	 184	 156
Total UK Onshore	 3,247	 2,944	 2,652	 2,186	 1,924	 1,629	 1,359	 1,236	 1,240	 1,169	 916
Total UK Offshore	 117,882	 106,552	 105,369	 96,811	 86,906	 77,211	 70,073	 69,537	 69,723	 62,518	 58,860

Total UK Production	 126,246	 109,496	 108,021	 98,997	 88,830	 78,840	 72,428	 70,773	 70,963	 63,687	 59,776

Source: The Development of UK oil and gas resources,  Department of Trade and Industry 2006 onwards from www.og.decc.gov.uk	     Figures in thousand tonnes

	 Production of Crude Oil, 2000-2010

(Millions of Tonnes)	 1999	 2000	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005 	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2011

Sand & Gravel	 1.32	 1.61	 1.81	 1.61	 1.68	 1.65	 1.79	 1.811	 1.49	 1.65	 1.27	 1.41
Crushed Rock	 0.295	 0.422	 0.44	 0.41	 0.31	 0.31	 0.20	 0.181	 0.27	 0.29	 0.27	 0.14
Ball Clay	 0.23	 n/a	 n/a	 0.16	 n/a	 n/a	 0.22	 0.217	 0.23	 0.24	 0.17	 0.25
Source: Dorset County Council, Environment	

	 Production of Non-energy Minerals in DCC Dorset, 1999-2011

What the table shows

• �With high recycling rates, 
domestic waste going to 
landfill has fallen steadily 
over the last 7 years.

	 Waste to Landfill

5150 Recycling/Minerals and Waste	 Dorset Data Book 2011 Dorset Data Book 2011	 Second Homes/Vacant Dwellings 2011

	 Waste Disposal Types, 2010/11		
Christchurch East 

Dorset
North 

Dorset
Purbeck West 

Dorset
Weymouth 
& Portland

DCC 
Dorset 

Landfilled
From District 9,654 11,454 327 9,056 20,457 10,561 61,509
From household recycling centres 2,373 1,082 2,022 2,180 3,616 3,777 15,051
Total 12,027 12,536 2,350 11,236 24,074 14,338 76,560
Treatment New Earth Solutions
District 1,028 6,947 14,149 0 1,346 0 23,470
Trade 0 2 1,230 0 0 0 1,232
Recycled 6,348
Biological Treatment 3,150
Thermal Treatment 4,370
Landfilled 6,176
Moisture Loss 4,657
Total Treatment 1,028 6,948 15,379 0 1,346 0 24,701
Composted
From District/Borough 1,868 6,364 2,128 446 1,427 2,710 14,943
From household recycling centres 6,929 3,079 4,159 3,290 6,397 4,877 28,731
Total 8,797 9,443 6,288 3,736 7,824 7,587 43,675
Recycled
From District 3,606 7,104 5,185 3,837 9,898 4,841 34,471
From household recycling centres 2,833 1,252 2,300 1,646 3,420 2,545 13,997
Total 6,440 8,356 7,485 5,483 13,318 7,386 48,468
Recovered

From household recycling centres 532 160 217 184 316 360 1,768
Total 532 160 217 184 316 360 1,768
Total Reuse 214 170 335 171 584 329 1,804

Note: Figures in tonnes. Figures are rounded and may not sum. Source:DCC

 Waste to Landfill in DCC Dorset, 2002-2011
Waste Type	 Quantity (Tonnes)						    

		  2002/03	 2003/04	 2004/05	 2005/06	 2006/07	 2007/08	 2008/09    	2009/10   20010/11

Collected Household Waste		  118,420	 123,309	 115,523	 108,665	 103,871	 94,209	 88,704	 75,529	 61,509
Civic Amenity Waste	  	 24,236	 19,995	 18,369	 17,614	 19,139	 18,631	 16,733	 15,419	 15,051

Source: Environment, Dorset County Council      	Note: Figures for financial years. 

Long term vacancies include all those properties that have been recorded as empty 
for at least six months. Across DCC Dorset Council Tax records show just 1% of 
dwellings as being long term vacancies. The map below shows the proportion  
of dwellings that are vacant at parish and ward level.

Second Homes

Across DCC Dorset in 2011 3.4% of dwellings are second homes. The figure is highest 
in Purbeck district at 7.3% and lowest in East Dorset district at 0.7%. This information 
is provided at parish and ward (for Christchurch BC and Weymouth & Portland BC). 
At this lower level much greater differences in the number of second homes can 
be seen across the County. In many parishes there are no second homes whilst in 
others as many as one in four dwellings are second homes. The map below shows the 
percentage of dwellings that are second homes by parish and ward across the County. 
It is clear that second homes are more common in rural and coastal areas. 

Vacant Dwellings

 Districts Total 

Dwellings

% 2nd 

Homes

% Long term 

vacancies

Christchurch 23,149 3.3 0.8

East Dorset 38,940 0.7 0.7

North Dorset 30,181 1.5 1.1

Purbeck 21,883 7.3 0.7

West Dorset 48,759 5.3 1.1

Weymouth & Portland 30,632 3.0 1.4

DCC Dorset 193,544 3.4 1.0

2011 Council Tax Data

Information on the total number of dwellings, second homes 
and long term vacancies is provided by the district and 
borough councils from their council tax records.

The following table shows the totals by district and for DCC Dorset:

Source: Council Tax records, 2011

Parish District Total 
Dwellings

Second 
Homes

% of 
second 
homes

1 Studland Purbeck 264 69 26.1

2 Chaldon Herring Purbeck 82 18 22.0

3 Lyme Regis West Dorset 2,384 486 20.4

4 Worth Matravers Purbeck 371 75 20.2

5 Charmouth West Dorset 870 174 20.0

6 Stoke Abbott West Dorset 136 27 19.9

7 Church Knowle Purbeck 157 31 19.7

8 Langton Matravers Purbeck 478 89 18.6

9 Puncknowle West Dorset 269 46 17.1

10 Powerstock West Dorset 195 33 16.9

11 Chedington West Dorset 54 9 16.7

12 Swanage Purbeck 5,698 942 16.5

13 Langton Herring West Dorset 81 12 14.8

14 Loders West Dorset 272 40 14.7

15 Litton Cheney West Dorset 205 30 14.6

16 Osmington West Dorset 317 46 14.5

17 West Lulworth Purbeck 373 54 14.5

18 Athelhampton West Dorset 15 2 13.3

19 Burton Bradstock West Dorset 584 77 13.2

20 Shipton Gorge West Dorset 202 24 11.9

Top 20 parishes (over 50 dwellings) with the highest % of 
second homes		

Source: Council Tax records, 2011

The percentage of dwellings that are 
second homes by parish and ward

Percentage of dwellings that are classed 
as long term vacant at parish and ward 
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	 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the World Heritage Site in Dorset

Dorset Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty

World Heritage Site
(Dorset part - generalised)

Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire 
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (Dorset part)

© Crown Copyright. All right reserved Dorset County Council 100019790. 2011

Location		  Miles	 Km

Dorset (excluding Poole Harbour)		  88	 142
Poole Harbour	 	 89	 143 
Purbeck Heritage Coast	 	 32	 51
West Dorset Heritage Coast	 	 25	 40
World Heritage: Dorset Coast Section	 	 71	 114
World Heritage: Devon Coast Section	 	 25	 41
(figures rounded)

	 Length of Coastline and Coastal Designations

Dorset Data Book 2011	 Nature Conservation Designations in Dorset

What is special about Dorset’s environment?
The environment is particularly valued because of a combination of features in a 
relatively small area. For example:
•	� DCC Dorset has 11% of the UK’s rare lowland heath - virtually all of which is rated as 

of International importance for its wildlife.
•	� All the DCC Dorset coast (excluding the town seafronts) is nationally recognised for 

it’s unique landscape, scenic quality, wildlife and geological formations.
•	� DCC Dorset hosts thousands of rare species, including a thriving population of 

red squirrels on Brownsea island. DCC Dorset also supports 80% of the national 
population of rare smooth snakes and 90% of sand lizards.

•	� DCC Dorset still has significant areas of chalk downland supporting a concentrated 
richness of plants and insects with, for example, the largest populations of the 
Adonis Blue butterfly in the country.

•	� DCC Dorset has a very rich historic environment - whilst making up only 2% of the 
area of England it has 5% of the nationally protected ancient monuments.

Location	 Hectares	 Miles2	 Km2

Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty	112,800	 435	 1,128

Cranborne Chase & West Wiltshire Downs  
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty  
(Dorset part only)	 27,713	 107	 278

Purbeck Heritage Coast	 12,691	 49	 127
West Dorset Heritage Coast	 4,924	 19	 49
Poole Harbour	 3,367	 13	 35
World Heritage Site Devon & Dorset Coast	 2,550	 10	 25

	� Size of Coastal Designations and Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty

DCC Dorset is one of the most 
important counties in England 
for nature conservation interest.  
The rich and diverse habitats are 
attributed to a wide combination 
of factors which include varied 
geology, a relatively low level 
of development, a maritime 
influence and geograhical 
location. Species found include:  

•	�85% of all species of mammals 
living in Britain, 

•	90% of all our birds, 

•	80% of all our butterflies, 

•	�70% of our dragonflies and,

• �nearly all our reptiles and 
amphibian species.

Dorset’s Natural 
Environment keyfacts

Nationally designated Nature/Landscape Areas - 2010 

(% of total land area) AONB SSSI
Dorset 53% 7.5%
DCC Dorset 55% 7.3%
South West England 27% 8.0%
England 15% 7.0%
Area of Outstanding Beauty(AONB) Source = Natural England/DCC  
Site of Special Scientific Interest(SSSI) Source = DCC

Nature Conservation in Dorset - at May 2010

Area of land designated as:
Dorset without 

Bmouth & Poole No.
Dorset including 
Bmouth & Poole No.

Weymouth & 
Portland No. Purbeck No. West Dorset No

SAC 12,068 ha 14 12,753 ha 14 626 ha 2 6,521 ha 4 2,502 ha 9
SCI (Site of Community Importance) 
SAC

55 ha 1 55 ha 1 0 ha 0 0 ha 0 55 ha 1

SPA 10,637 ha 4 11,648 ha 4 127 ha 1 7,361 ha 2 676 ha 2
Ramsar 9,766 ha 4 10,319 ha 4 127 ha 1 7,059 ha 2 676 ha 2
Combined area for RAMSAR, SPA 
& SACs

15,088 ha 16,113 ha 625 ha 9,082 ha 2,563 ha

SSSIs (total area) 18,728 ha 135 19,994 ha 141 803 ha 11 9,923 ha 38 3,574 ha 56
Favourable condition 8,186 ha 8,683 ha 379 ha 4,488 ha 2,461 ha
Unfavourable condition 10,543 ha 11,311 ha 424 ha 5,435 ha 1,113 ha
% of SSSI in favourable condition 44 % 43 % 47 % 45 % 69 %
% of SSSI in unfavourable condition 56 % 57 % 53 % 55 % 31 %
SNCIs 11,779 ha 1,227 12,172 ha 1,267 116 ha 32 1,953 ha 204 4,917 ha 582
SNCI Summary
In favourable condition (good/fair) 5,905 ha 621 6,173 ha 648 42 ha 14 670 ha 80 3,091 ha 337
In poor condition 355 ha 47 362 ha 50 13 ha 3 49 ha 5 160 ha 27
% of SNCI in favourable condition 
(good/fair)

50 % 51 % 36 % 34 % 63 %

% of SNCI in poor condition 3 % 3 % 11 % 3 % 3 %
LNR 250 ha 33 702 ha 49 17 ha 3 1 ha 1 67 ha 9
RIGS 1,448 ha 62 1,448 ha 63 1,060 ha 1 134 ha 17 29 ha 27

Area of land designated as: North Dorset No. East Dorset No. Christchurch No. Bournemouth No. Poole No.

SAC 326 ha 2 1,662 ha 2 433 ha 2 70 ha 2 615 ha 1
SCI (Site of Community Importance) 
SAC

0 ha 0 0 ha 0 0 0 0 ha 0 0 ha 0

SPA 0 ha 0 1,710 ha 2 764 ha 2 59 ha 1 952 ha 2

Ramsar 0 ha 0 1,268 ha 2 637 ha 2 34 ha 1 520 ha 2
Combined area for RAMSAR, SPA 
& SACs

326 ha 1,717 ha 774 ha 70 ha 955 ha

SSSIs (total area) 839 ha 13 2,446 ha 22 1,143 ha 10 244 ha 5 1,021 ha 8
Favourable condition 400 ha 198 ha 259 ha 167 ha 330 ha
Unfavourable condition 439 ha 2,248 ha 884 ha 77 ha 691 ha
% of SSSI in favourable condition 48 % 8 % 23 % 68 % 32 %
% of SSSI in unfavourable condition 52 % 92 % 77 % 32 % 68 %
SNCIs 2,849 ha 224 1,814 ha 194 130 ha 23 179 ha 16 214 ha 31
SNCI Summary
In favourable condition (good/fair) 1,296 ha 119 772 ha 77 35 ha 9 85 ha 9 183 ha 24
In poor condition 23 ha 4 106 ha 7 4 ha 1 0 ha 0 6 ha 3
% of SNCI in favourable condition 
(good/fair)

45 % 43 % 27 % 48 % 85 %

% of SNCI in poor condition 1 % 6 % 3 % 0 % 3 %
LNR 6 ha 2 82 ha 10 72 ha 4 299 ha 9 158 ha 11
RIGS 191 ha 11 33 ha 6 0 ha 0 0 ha 0 0 ha 1
Note figures are rounded and may not sum. This page is a summary of a more detailed table which is available on our website www.dorsetforyou/statistics
Definitions:  SPA = Special Protection Area; Ramsar = Internationally Important Wetlands; SSSI = Site of Special Scientific Interest; SNCI = Site of Nature Conservation Interest; 
LNR = Local Nature Reserve; NNR = National Nature Reserve. Sites of Community Importance (SCIs) are sites that have been adopted by the European Commission but not yet 
formally designated by the government of each country. RIGS - Regionally important Geological and Geomorphological sites

Source: all page - Dorset County Council unless indicated otherwise
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Listed 
Buildings (2010)	

DCC Dorset 		  9,459

Dorset 		  9,931

South West 		  88,676

Conservation 
Areas (2010)
 
DCC Dorset 		  195

Dorset 		  239

South West 		  1,534

Scheduled 
Monuments (2010)

DCC Dorset 		  1,024

Dorset 		  1,043

South West 		  6,986

Historic Parks 
and Gardens (2010)

DCC Dorset 		  32

Dorset 		  37

South West 		  294

Source: English Heritage, ‘Heritage 
Counts’ 2010

	 Historic Environment

Hectares	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Total Farmed Area 	 190,271	 191,944	 197,384	 198,394	 203,433	 203,916	 204,740	 208,777	 196,762
Crops and Grass - Total	 161,255	 160,154	 168,824	 171,251	 175,836	 177,578	 184,872	 187,827	 176,477
Arable Land	 92,554	 86,400	 94,558	 92,641	 89,892	 91,573	 97,472	 99,778	 94,807
Permanent Grass	 68,701	 73,754	 74,266	 78,610	 85,944	 86,005	 87,400	 88,049	 81,670

Rough Grazing 	 9,572	 8,383	 8,871	 8,130	 9,203	 8,364	 8,812	 8,478	 8,001 
(excl. common rough grazing)	

Cereals - total	 45,817	 42,221	 42,956	 41,014	 39,266	 39,544	 46,161	 45,485	 41,846
Wheat	 29,446	 26,347	 28,305	 26,740	 25,155	 24,411	 27,665	 23,745	 24,564
Barley	 12,550	 12,710	 11,601	 11,588	 10,725	 11,525	 14,208	 17,493	 13,603
Oats	 3,458	 2,781	 2,491	 2,227	 2,907	 2,947	 3,504	 2,927	 2,372
Others	 366	 383	 559	 458	 480	 662	 784	 1,322	 -

Horticulture	 482	 507	 504	 540	 482	 474	 539	 514	 492
Set-aside	 9,185	 10,315	 8,037	 8,568	 7,830	 6,687	 -	 -	 -

Arable = Crops + Bare Fallow + Temp Grass           Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food/DEFRA

	 Area under Crops and Grass, 2002-2010 DCC Dorset

Livestock Type	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Cattle and Calves	 178.3	 177.4	 177.9	 171.2	 170.7	 177.8	 179.8	 177.1	 178.9 
Pigs	 92.7	 74.9	 63.6	 69.0	 72.7	 72.6	 76.8	 82.6	 67.7 
Sheep and Lambs	 176.6	 187.8	 185.9	 185.4	 193.5	 191.2	 198.0	 184.5	 178.1 
Poultry	 1,745.7	 n/a	 1,378.8	 1,601.3	 1,787.1	 1,527.7	 1,714.0	 1,396.0	 1829.2
Horses	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 6.5	 6.6	 5.0	

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food/DEFRA                figures in thousands

	 Livestock, 2002-2010 DCC Dorset

European Conservation 
Sites - European Habitats 
Directives provide for the 
conservation of habitats and 
the protection of species 
through the designation of 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs), 
Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) and RAMSAR sites 
(internationally important 
wetlands). These areas form 
a network of internationally 
important wildlife sites within 
the European Union known as 
‘Natura 2000’ sites. Within  
DCC Dorset there are 4 SPAs, 
4 Ramsars and 14 SACs.

SSSIs - Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest are sites of 
geological, geomorphological 
and ecological characteristics 
that are of national significance, 
designated by Natural England 
under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981.

There are over 4,000 SSSIs in 
England, covering around 7% of the country’s land area. Over half of these sites, by area, are internationally important for their wildlife, 
and designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or RAMSAR sites. Many SSSIs are also National 
Nature Reserves (NNRs) or Local Nature Reserves (LNRs). In Dorset, including Bournemouth and Poole, there are 141 SSSIs, which cover 
8% of the county’s land area. 

LNRs - Local Nature Reserves are managed for both people and wildlife. They are places with wildlife or geological features that are 
of special interest locally, which give local people special opportunities to study and learn about them or simply enjoy and have contact 
with nature. LNRs are statutory designations declared by Local Authorities under the provision of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949. There are now over 1,050 LNRs in England. In total they cover almost 40,000 ha - an impressive natural resource 
which makes an important contribution to England’s biodiversity. In Dorset there are 49 LNRs, including Bothenhampton, Thorncombe 
Wood, and Corfe Hills.

Protected Species - In the UK, certain plants and animals, and all wild birds, are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981. Badgers are protected under their own legislation, the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. Some species e.g. bats, sand lizards, 
otters and great crested newts, have additional protection under European Law, to reflect their threatened conservation status, which in 
the UK is enforced by the Consevation (Natural Habitats, & c.) Regulations 1994.

Source: Dorset Environmental Records Centre & DCC

Protected Species

KEY
Number of protected species recorded per square km

	 13 to 26
	 8 to 12
	 6 to 7
	 5
	 4
	 3
	 2
	 1

Source: DERC 2006

Geographical Information Systems

© Crown Copyright 2004 photos. 
© ukperspectives.com 2003. 
© Dorset County Council 2004. 
OS licence number 100019790

Historic Buildings 2010 - buildings of a special architectural or historic interest

Listed Buildings

Grade I Grade II* Grade II A B C
Grade Not 

Classified
Total Listed 

buildings 

Christchurch 6 12 264 - - 3 1 286

West Dorset 148 263 3,865 1 5 0 3 4,285

North Dorset 49 85 1,829 - 1 1 1 1,966

East Dorset 19 38 638 - - - 1 696

Purbeck 23 48 1,349 1 - - 2 1,423

Weymouth and Portland 6 33 764 - - - - 803

Poole 8 17 203 - - - - 228

Bournemouth 3 4 222 - 13 2 - 244

Source: English Heritage “Heritage Counts”

Grade I those of particular great importance to the nation’s built heritage, Grade II* 	particularly important buildings of 
more than special interest, Grade II 	those of special interest
A, B, C	 Refer to an older listing system which relate mainly to places of worship. Broadly equivalent to Grade I, 
Grade II* and Grade II

Note: Up to 2009 figures are for DCC Dorset. From 2010 onwards they include Poole and Bournmouth

Note: Up to 2009 figures are for DCC Dorset. From 2010 onwards they include Poole and Bournmouth

Note: The table (left) does not 
represent the total number of listed 
buildings as one entry can represent a 
number of buildings (e.g. a farm could 
be listed once but actually include 
a number of individual buildings). 
The actual number of buildings in 
England has been estimated to be  
500,000. Other estimates put the 
total number at between 630,00 and 
895,000 (Institute of Historic Building 
Conservation)
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	 Bournemouth Airport, 2004-2010

	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010
Aircraft movements
Commercial movements	 12,317	 13,024	 12,756	 12,304	 11,971	 9,328	 7,489
Non-commercial movements	 68,930	 69,994	 66,218	 62,370	 69,799	 77,151	 47,909
Total Movements	 81,247	 83,018	 78,974	 74,674	 81,770	 86,479	 55,398
Passengers						    
Passengers (excluding infants)	 494,467	 828,247	 958,160	 1,080,501	 1,074,422	 863,606	 -
Passengers (including infants)		  834,712	 966,320	 1,088,813	 1,083,719	 871,187	 751,331
Freight (tonnes)
Total freight/mail	 11,342	 11,949	 11,278	 10,747	 10,026	 10,092	 9,687

Note: In 2005 2,700 were employed by companies based at the airport but 480 people (380FTE) worked on day to day 
operation of the airport.

Source: CAA UK airport statistics & Manchester Airports Group

	 Average Room/	 Maximum	 Minimum
	 Unit Occupancy	 Occupancy	 Occupancy 
	 (for Year) %	 (August) %	 (January) %

Serviced accommodation (2007)	 55	 73	 32
Self-catering flats, cottages (2006)	 61	 99	 32

	 Occupancy Levels for all Accommodation

Source:��� ��S.W.Tourism occupancy reports

Visitor Numbers at Selected Dorset Attractions 2004-2009
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Abbotsbury Farm n/a n/a 37,000 38,500 n/a -
Abbotsbury Gardens n/a n/a 75,000 77,000 n/a -

Abbotsbury Swannery (estimate) 102,000 n/a 100,000 98,000 n/a -
Athelhampton House and Gardens 36,000 34,500 36,500 34,750 n/a -
Brownsea Island 95,137 110,907 115,295 125,982 111,400 128,000
Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre n/a 76,000 85,000 75,000 82,000 92,304
Christchurch Priory n/a 79,585 83,000 88,913 n/a -
Clouds Hill 14,873 14,086 14,891 13,522 n/a 14,619
Compton Acres n/a n/a 58,000 52,000 48,000 -
Corfe Castle 168,377 172,067 163,773 135,041 161,000 -
Corfe Castle Model Village and Gardens 21,247 21,343 24,406 21,740 n/a -
Dorset Belle Cruises n/a 45,000 73,000 61,000 n/a -
Durlston Country Park (estimate) 270,000 270,000 265,000 240,000 240,000 252,000
Forde Abbey and Garden 47,192 53,515 49,403 47,088 n/a 44,149
Gillingham Museum 7,670 7,830 7,707 7,927 7,300 6,746
Hardy’s Cottage 17,038 15,291 16,505 17,812 n/a 21,723
Highcliffe Castle 43,787 n/a 48,135 50,282 n/a -
Kingston Lacy House 159,568 173,780 175,279 145,799 161,000 194,028
Langton Matravers Museum n/a n/a 878 710 n/a 79,393
Lulworth Castle n/a n/a 77,711 77,836 n/a -
Lyme Regis Philpot Museum 17,843 15,921 15,068 14,409 n/a -
Mapperton House and Gardens n/a n/a 10,800 10,700 10,200 -
Minterne Gardens 6,274 4,789 4,812 5,396 3,600 5,131
Moors Valley Country Park (estimate) 770,000 770,000 770,000 770,000 770,000 850,000
Nothe Fort n/a 43,000 39,000 38,415 n/a -
Portland Castle 29,127 24,004 23,817 22,287 22,100 23,764
Portland Museum 5,800 4,220 5,517 4,750 n/a 5,209
Sherborne Castle 26,106 n/a 29,099 28,620 n/a -
Sherborne Old Castle 9,760 8,638 10,305 10,606 9,900 10,417
Stinsford Church (estimate) 3,000 3,000 3,500 4,000 n/a -
Sturminster Newton Mill 2,392 2,347 1,990 2,144 2,200 2,063
Swanage Steam Railway 199,067 196,972 200,452 201,548 n/a -
The Keep Military Museum n/a 6,672 7,647 8,098 n/a -
Tolpuddle Martyrs Museum 38,317 40,126 42,107 32,972 n/a -
Wareham Town Museum 6,000 5,971 6,100 5,900 n/a -

	 The Port of Poole General Cargo Statistics, 1998-2011

	 Accommodation supply	 Christchurch	 East Dorset	    North Dorset       Purbeck       West Dorset	 Weymouth 	 DCC Dorset	       Poole     Bournemouth		 All Dorset

							       & Portland			 

	 Hotels (bedspaces)	 1,213	 420	 240	 1,041	 1,284	 3,686	 7,884	 1,767	 16,046	 25,697

	 Guesthouses (bedspaces)	 224	 35	 29	 297	 447	 2,105	 3,137	 155	 1,323	 4,615

	 Inns (bedspaces)	 42	 39	 188	 38	 325	 0	 632	 42	 373	 1,047

	 B&B (bedspaces)	 139	 323	 496	 666	 843	 389	 2,856	 293	 159	 3,308

	 Farms (bedspaces)	 0	 16	 54	 81	 89	 0	 240	 0	 0	 240

	 Self catering (units)	 83	 75	 168	 810	 1,476	 414	 3,026	 441	 329	 3,796

	 Touring caravans/tents (pitches)	 524	 1,921	 282	 5,129	 5,682	 271	 13,809	 521	 0	 14,330

	 Static vans (pitches)	 740	 99	 0	 1,172	 772	 1,168	 3,951	 299	 0	 4,250

	 Group accommodation (bedspaces)	 0	 0	 0	 511	 53	 28	 592	 67	 19	 678

	 Second homes (units)	 445	 128	 326	 655	 875	 191	 2,620	 621	 1,114	 4,355

	 Marinas (berths)	 125	 0	 0	 165	 0	 870	 1,160	 1,502	 0	 2,662

 Source: South West Tourism		

	 Dorset Holiday Accommodation Supply 2009

Year	 Conventional Cargo	 Roll on/Roll off	 total cargo*	 passenger traffic	 Total revenue

		  Private	 Freight	 Production	 (1,000	 (1,000	 (1,000	 (’000
	 Stevedoring	 Tonnes	 (units)	 Cars	 tonnes)	 people)	 cars/	 pounds) 
							       caravans)

1998/99	 404,922	 283,713	 89,417	 535	 2,030	 677.1	 190.5	 10,183
1999/00	 457,661	 293,353	 82,751	 79	 1,992	 623.1	 189.5	 10,202
2000/01	 461,831	 360,420	 75,368	 219	 1,953	 555.4	 171.0	 9,688
2001/02	 407,015	 367,547	 72,020	 103	 1,855	 694.1	 209.9	 9,817
2002/03	 436,256	 294,700	 76,849	 26	 1,884	 744.0	 228.3	 10,294
2003/04	 439,498	 288,573	 70,149	 17	 1,780	 673.7	 212.3	 10,522
2004/05	 435,899	 278,264	 69,961	 42	 1,763	 586.7	 187.2	 10,295
2005/06	 463,825	 249,888	 70,126	 28	 1,766	 439.8	 138.3	 10,243
2006/07	 468,382	 155,111	 77,968	 9	 1,793	 486.4	 162.8	 11,141
2007/08	 353,832	 201,995	 75,948	 15	 1,695	 493.2	 170.0	 9,686
2008/09	 335,483	 214,451	 69,741	 5	 1,596	 450.2	 155.1	 9,492
2009/10	 288,072	 100,288	 54,574	 nil	 1,206	 420.3	 149.9	 9,225
2010/11	 410,208	 107,436	 31,528	 nil	 990.5	 257.9	 874.0	 8,310
*  Total cargo includes freight units @ 15 tonnes each and private and production cars @ 1 tonne each.

Source: Poole Harbour Commissioners  2011 Volume and Value of Tourism in 
Dorset, 2001-2009

Domestic Visitors

Year Trips Nights Expenditure

(m) (m) £(m)

2001 3.8 12.9 530

2002 4.2 14.5 648

2003 4.2 15.3 650

2004 3.9 14.2 645

2005 3.7 13.7 733

2006 3.4 12.3 538

2007 3.4 11.8 553

2008 3.2 11.8 569

2009 3.2 11.8 605

Overseas Visitors

Year Trips Nights Expenditure

(m) (m) £(m)

2001 0.26 2.8 134

2002 0.26 2.8 120

2003 0.32 3.3 144

2004 0.32 3.3 128

2005 0.31 2.6 125

2006 0.36 3.9 121

2007 0.31 3.4 138

2008 0.33 3.4 170

2009 0.37 3.6 209
Source: International passenger Survey & United Kingdom Tourism 
Survey South West Tourism & South West Research Company   
Note: A tourist trip is defined as a stay of one night or more away 
from home. Includes Bournemouth and Poole	      Figures in millions

Staying tourist  
Trips by accommodation - 2009          	

	   	        Dorset
Serviced	 39%

Self catering	 9%

Touring caravans /tents	 11%

Static vans/holiday centres	 6%

Group/campus	 0%

Paying guest in private home	 1%

Second homes	 2%

Boat moorings	 1%

Other	 2%

Staying with friends and relatives	 29%

Source: South West Research Company

	 Visitor AccommodationTourism Key Facts

Visitor 
nights (m)

Day visits (m)

Christchurch 0.9 0.9
East Dorset 1.0 1.5
North Dorset 0.7 1.1
Purbeck 2.2 2.0
West Dorset 2.9 3.0
Weymouth & 
Portland

1.7 1.2

Bournemouth 4.2 3.8
DCC Dorset 9.5 9.6
Poole 1.8 2.4
Dorset  
sub-region

15.4 15.8

Tourism 
spend (£m)

Tourism 
supported 

employment
Christchurch 84.6 1,500
East Dorset 102.2 1,700
North Dorset 76.6 1,400
Purbeck 181.9 2,700
West Dorset 268.7 4,600
Weymouth & 
Portland

166.0 3,200

Bournemouth 462.1 8,200
DCC Dorset 880.0 15,200
Poole 188.4 3,400
Dorset  
sub-region

1,530.5 31,600

Source:  Volume and Value of Tourism, 2009
South West Reseach Council.

Wimborne Model Town and Gardens 32,000 21,000 30,000 29,000 n/a 30,000

Sources: www.swtourism.co.uk, Visit Britain 2008 South West Research Company 2009.


